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 The Ethics Hotline provides free     
advisory opinions to PBA members based 
upon review of a member’s prospective 
conduct by members of the PBA Commit-
tee on Legal Ethics and Professional     
Responsibility. The committee responds to 
requests regarding, the impact of the          
provisions of the Rules of Professional 
Conduct or the Code of Judicial Conduct 
upon the inquiring member’s proposed 
activity.  All inquiries are confidential.  
 

Call (800) 932-0311, ext. 2214. 
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Our assistance is confidential,  
non-judgmental, safe, and effective 

 

To talk to a lawyer today, call: 
1-888-999-1941 

717-541-4360 
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JAMES J. KERESZTENYI a/k/a JAMES 
JOSEPH KERESZTENYI, late of Saltlick 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (3) 

 Personal Representative: Elaine S. Poinsett 
 c/o Watson Mundorff, LLP 

 720 Vanderbilt Road 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Timothy J. Witt 
_______________________________________ 

 

VIOLA MARIE MARTINKO, late of 
Nicholson Township, Fayette County, PA  (3) 

 Executrix: Julie Ann Cappellini 
 c/o Dellarose Law Office, PLLC 

 99 East Main Street, Suite 101 

 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Melinda Deal Dellarose 

_______________________________________ 

 

MILDRED M. PEARSON a/k/a MILDRED 
PEARSON a/k/a MILDRED MATHILDA 
PEARSON, late of Georges Township, Fayette 
County, PA (3) 

 Co-Executrices: Kathy L. Flowers and  
 Jo Ann Nuzzo 

 c/o 9 Court Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Vincent J. Roskovensky, II 
_______________________________________ 

 

NANCY ROWAN a/k/a NANCY JO 
ROWAN, late of Dunbar Township, Fayette 
County, PA  (3) 

 Personal Representative: Laurie Roadman 

 c/o Watson Mundorff, LLP 

 720 Vanderbilt Road 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Robert A. Gordon 

_______________________________________ 

JOSEPHINE ROSE CAROLLA, late of North 
Union Township, Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Executrix: Kathleen M. Bota 

 107 East Main Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Gary J. Frankhouser 
_______________________________________ 

 

ELAINE K. CONWAY, late of Uniontown, 
Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Executrix: Jennifer Rae Conway 

 107 East Main Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Jeremy J. Davis 

_______________________________________ 

MARY ELLEN ANDERSON, late of 
Uniontown, Fayette County, PA  (3) 

 Executor: Scott Raw McKowen 

 c/o P. O. Box 727 

 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Bernadette K. Tummons 

_______________________________________ 

 

FRANCES COLLINS a/k/a FRANCES L. 
COLLINS, late of Stewart Township, Fayette 
County, PA  (3) 

 Executrix: Debra S. Kooser 
 304 Kooser Road 

 Mill Run, PA 15464 

 c/o Law Office of Mackenzie A. Kline, LLC 

 P.O. Box 55 

 Mill Run, PA 15464 

 Attorney: Mackenzie Kline 

_______________________________________ 

 

JOSEPH M. GOBERNI, late of Dunbar 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (3) 

 Personal Representative: Carol J. Sinatra 

 c/o 208 S. Arch Street, Suite 2 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Richard A. Husband  
_______________________________________ 

 

VELMA J. GMUTZA a/k/a VELMA JEAN 
GMUTZA, late of New Salem, Fayette County, 
PA  (3) 

 Executrix: Christine A. Ferranti 
 c/o Proden & O’Brien 

 99 E Main Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Wendy L. O'Brien 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

ESTATE  NOTICES 

Notice is hereby given that letters 
testamentary or of administration have been 
granted to the following estates. All persons 
indebted to said estates are required to make 
payment, and those having claims or demands 
to present the same without delay to the 
administrators or executors named.  

 

Third Publication 

 

Second Publication 
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FRED JOHN DAVID, SR., a/k/a FRED J. 
DAVID, SR., late of North Union Township, 
Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Executor: Brian David  
 120 Buttermilk Lane 

 Hopwood, PA 15445 

 c/o Newcomer Law Offices 

 4 North Beeson Boulevard 

 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Ewing D. Newcomer 
_______________________________________ 

 

MARIE CARMELLA DECARLO, late of 
Uniontown, Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Executrix: Cynthia Lynn Lowe 

 c/o Monaghan & Monaghan, L.L.P.  
 57 East Main Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

_______________________________________ 

 

NANCY FENIELLO, late of Bullskin 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Executor: James Feniello 

 P.O. Box 1341 

 Wexford, PA 15090 

 Attorney: James Feniello 

_______________________________________ 

 

RICHARD S. HOMISTEK, late of South 
Union Township, Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Administratrix C.T.A.: Lesley H. Wilson 

 c/o Radcliffe Martin Law, L.L.C.  
 648 Morgantown Road, Suite B 

 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: William M. Radcliffe 

_______________________________________ 

 

DOROTHY L. KING, late of South 
Connellsville Borough, Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Personal Representative: Darlene L. Borza 

 c/o Watson Mundorff, LLP  
 720 Vanderbilt Road 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Timothy J. Witt 
_______________________________________ 

 

JOHN KLAY, a/k/a JOHN WHITAKER 
KLAY, late of Wharton Township, Fayette 
County, PA  (2) 

 Personal Representative: Christian W. Klay 

 c/o Mitchell Law Office 

 902 First Street 
 P.O. Box 122  
 Hiller, PA 15444  
 Attorney: Herbert G. Mitchell, III 
_______________________________________ 

 

 

FORD W. LOWRY, a/k/a FORD W. 
LOWRY, JR., a/k/a FORD W. LOWRY, SR., 
late of Dunbar Township, Fayette County, PA   
 Administratrix: Kimberly Gail Ritenour  (2) 

 55 E. Church Street, Suite 101 

 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Jason Adams 

_______________________________________ 

 

JANET Y. MAUST, late of South Union 
Township, Fayette County, PA (2) 

 Executor: Garry L. Friend 

 c/o Ernest P. DeHaas, III, Esquire  
 DeHaas Law, LLC 

 51 East South Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Ernest P. DeHaas, III 
_______________________________________ 

 

JEAN POLANDO, late of Menallen Township, 
Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Executor: Kenneth Polando 

 25209 Bald Eagle Terrace 

 South Riding, VA 20152 

_______________________________________ 

 

MELANIE LYNN ROSSINI, late of 
Masontown Borough, Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Administrator: Anthony P. Rossini 
 73 Francis Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 c/o 100 Center Street 
 Masontown, PA 15461 

 Attorney: Joseph Standish 

_______________________________________ 

 

ALAN D. WINGROVE, a/k/a ALAN D. 
WINGROVE, SR., late of Bullskin Township, 
Fayette County, PA  (2) 

 Personal Representative:  
 Toni Renee Wingrove 

 c/o Richard A. Husband Esquire LLC  
 208 South Arch Street, Suite 2 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Richard A. Husband 

_______________________________________ 
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ELLA MARIE DAVIS, late of Fayette City, 
Fayette County, PA  (1) 

 Executor: Michael A. Davis 

 602 Manor Drive 

 Washington, PA 15301 

 c/o Richard C. Mudrick Attorney at Law 

 300 Fallowfield Avenue 

 Charleroi, PA 15022 

 Attorney: Richard C. Mudrick 

_______________________________________ 

 

CARMELITA GALIE, late of Redstone 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (1) 

 Executor: Francis W. Kittridge, Jr. 
 c/o GRB Law 

 2100 Georgetown Drive 

 Suite 300 

 Sewickley, PA 15143-8782 

 Attorney: Wendy D. Heleen 

_______________________________________ 

 

HOWARD ROSS GEORGE, a/k/a 
HOWARD R. GEORGE, late of North Union 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (1) 

 Executrix: Patricia Diane Guziak a/k/a 
 Patricia D. Guziak 

 120 Cemetery Road 

 Lemont Furnace, PA 15456 

 c/o 3401 N. Front Street 
 P.O. Box 5950 

 Harrisburg, PA 17110-0950 

 Attorney: Jennifer M. Merx  
_______________________________________ 

 

PAULA JEAN SILVIS, late of Fairchance 
Borough, Fayette County, PA  (1) 

 Administrator: Henry L. Ford 

 c/o Davis & Davis Attorneys at Law 

 107 East Main Street 
 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: James T. Davis 

_______________________________________ 

 

KATHERINE SEPKOVIC, late of 
Connellsville, Fayette County, PA  (1) 

 Administrator: Daniel Sepkovic 

 c/o Casini & Geibig, LLC 

 815B Memorial Boulevard 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Jennifer M. Casini 
_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

First Publication 

Notice of Condemnation 

 

In the County of Common Pleas of Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania 

Civil Division 

In REM Proceeding  
Civil Action No. GD -2260 of 2025 GD 

 

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., 121 
Champion Way, Suite 100, Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania 15317, Condemnor, 
 v. 
Any Unknown Heirs of Charles Hospodavis, and 

 

 REAL PROPERTY SITUATE IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF NICOLSON, FAYETTE 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, as vested by that 
Decree dated September 17, 1991 of record at 
Deed Book Volume 889 and Page 53 in the 
Recorder’s Office of Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania being, respectively, Fayette 
County Tax Parcel Number 24-05-0058, 
 

Notice of Condemnation 

For Pipeline Right- Of-Way 

 

 Notice is given to the unknown heirs, 
successors, or assigns of Charles Hospodavis, if 
any, and/or any unknown owners of real 
property situate in Nicholson Township, Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania, as vested by that Certain 
Decree dated September 17, 1991 of record at 
Deed Book Volume 889 and Page 53 in the 
Recorder’s Office of Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania being, respectively, Fayette 
County Tax Parcel Number 24-05-0058,, that 
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. has filed a 
Verified Application for Taking of a Natural Gas 
Right- of-Way pursuant to 15 Pa. Cons. Stat. § 
1511 and Rule 1007 of the Pennsylvania Rules 
of Civil Procedure to acquire title to, and right of 
possession of, the Right-of-Way for the 
construction and maintenance of a natural gas 
pipeline. The Right-of-Way is described in the 
Verified Application for Taking of a Natural Gas 
Right-of-Way and depicted on the map attached 
to it. The action was filed on September 23, 
2025. Just compensation has been secured by the 
posting of a bond in the amount of $918.00.  
           (2 of 2) 

_______________________________________ 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS  
OF FAYETTE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

No.: 1393 OF 2025 GD 

 

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS, LLC 

 Plaintiff 
 v. 
LISA EBERLE, KNOWN HEIR OF DENNIS 
PRITTS, DECEASED; CORY PRITTS A/K/A 
DENNIS CORY PRITTS, KNOWN HEIR OF 
DENNIS PRITTS, DECEASED; CARRIE 
PRITTS, KNOWN HEIR OF DENNIS PRITTS, 
DECEASED; UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
SUCCESSORS, ASSIGNS, AND ALL 
PERSONS, FIRMS OR ASSOCIATIONS 
CLAIMING RIGHT, TITLE, OR INTEREST 
FROM OR UNDER DENNIS PRITTS, 
DECEASED 

 Defendant(s)  
  

NOTICE 

 

NOTICE TO:   
Unknown Heirs, Successors, Assigns, and All 
Persons, Firms or Associations Claiming Right, 
Title, or Interest from or under Dennis Pritts, 
Deceased 

 

 You are hereby notified on that on June 17, 
2025, Plaintiff, ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC 
F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC filed a 
Complaint against you in the Court of Common 
Pleas of FAYETTE County, Pennsylvania, 
Docket No. 1393 OF 2025 GD, wherein Plaintiff 
seeks to enforce its rights under its loan 
documents. 
 If you wish to defend, you must enter a 
written appearance personally or by attorney and 
file your defenses or objections in writing with 
the Court.  You are warned that if you fail to do 
so the case may proceed without you and a 
judgment may be entered against you without 
further notice for the relief requested by the 
Plaintiff. You may lose money or property or 
other rights important to you. 
 YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS NOTICE TO 
YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU DO 
NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO OR 
TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH 
BELOW.  THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU 
WITH INFORMATION ABOUT HIRING A 
LAWYER. 
 IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A 
LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION 
ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER 

LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS 
AT A REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE. 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

45 EAST MAIN STREET 

SUITE 100 

UNIONTOWN, PA 15401 

TELEPHONE:  724-437-7994 

FAX:  724-437-7995 

 

FAYETTE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

45 EAST MAIN STREET 

SUITE 100 

UNIONTOWN, PA 15401 

TELEPHONE:  1-800-692-7375 

FAX:  724-437-7995 

 

BROCK & SCOTT, PLLC 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
(844) 856-6646  
_______________________________________ 

 

In the Court of Common Pleas of Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania 

No. 1451 of 2025. GD 

 

In Re:  Petition of Tina Rae Harris for  
  change of name to Tina Rae Harris 

 

 To all persons interested, notice is hereby 
given that an order of said County authorized the 
filing of said petition and fixed the 29th day of 
October, 2025, at 2:40 p.m., as the time and 
Fayette County Courthouse, Courtroom No. 4, 
as the place for a hearing, when and where all 
persons may show cause, if any they have, why 
the request of the petition should not be granted. 
 

Jill A. Devine, Esq.  
4660 State Route 51 S 

Belle Vernon PA 15012  
_______________________________________ 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF 

FAYETTE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

NO.  1783 OF 2025  G.D. 
JUDGE LINDA R. CORDARO 

 

SEAN M. QUINN, 
  Plaintiff, 
  

 vs. 
  

LUIS PEGUERO, OF LBH, LLC, successors 
and/or assigns generally, 
  Defendants. 
   

TO: LUIS PEGUERO, OF LBH, LLC, 
successors and/or assigns generally, Defendants. 
 

 Take notice that on July 29, 2025, the 
Plaintiff, above mentioned, by and through his 
attorneys, Davis & Davis, filed  their Complaint 
averring that he is the owner of the following 
described parcel of real estate, free and clear of 
any claim by the Defendants named herein.  Said 
Complaint being filed in Quiet Title. 
 ALL that tract of land situate in the City of 
Uniontown, Fayette County, Pennsylvania, 
being more particularly bounded and described 
as follows: 
 See attached  Exhibit A  

 Tax Parcel No.: 38-11-0030                   
372 Braddock Avenue Uniontown, PA 15401 

 The within named Defendants appear to 
have an interest in said premises which creates a 
cloud upon Plaintiff’s title, whereupon the 
Plaintiff has filed their Complaint as aforesaid 
asking the Court to enter a Decree terminating 
all rights that the Defendants may have in said 
premises and decree that the Plaintiff has the full 
and free use and occupancy of said premises, 
released and forever discharged on any right, 
lien title or interest of said Defendant herein. 
 The service of this Complaint by 
publication is made pursuant to an Order of 
Court dated September 25, 2025, and filed at the 
above number and term. 
 

NOTICE 

 

 You have been sued in Court.  If you wish 
to defend against the claims set forth in the 
following pages, you must take action within 
twenty (20) days after this complaint and notice 
are served, by entering a written appearance 
personally or by attorney and filing in writing 
with the Court your defenses or objections to the 
claims set forth against you.  You are warned 
that if you fail to do so the case may proceed 

without you and a judgment may be entered 
against you by the Court without further notice 
for any money claimed in the complaint or for 
any other claim or relief requested by the 
plaintiff.  You may lose money or property or 
other rights important to you. 
 

 YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO 
YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU DO 
NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT 
AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE 
OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW TO FIND OUT 
WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP. 
 

THE FAYETTE COUNTY BAR 

ASSOCIATION OF LAWYER REFERRAL 

84 East Main Street 
Uniontown, PA 15401 

 

EXHIBIT A 

 

 ALL that certain lot or parcel of land in the 
Wolf Addition to the City of Uniontown, Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania, bounded and described as 
follows: 
 BEGINNING at a point at the intersection 
of Warden Street and Braddock Avenue; thence 
along the Western edge of Braddock Avenue, 
South 29 degrees 18 minutes West, for a 
distance of 80 feet to a point corner of lot being 
hereby conveyed and lot formerly of Otto F. 
Nehls; thence through Lots 97, 96 and 95 of 
Wolf Addition and along line of land formerly 
of Otto F. Nehls, North 60 degrees 40 minutes 
West, 120 feet to an alley; thence along said 
alley, North 29 degrees 18 minutes East, for a 
distance of 80 feet to Warden Street; thence 
along the Southern edge of Warden Street for a 
distance of 120 feet to a point and place of 
beginning. 
 SUBJECT to the exceptions, reservations, 
easements, rights of way, rights and privileges as 
set forth in prior instruments of record. 
 Being the same property conveyed to 
Gerald D. Quinn by deed dated August 17, 2015, 
and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds, Fayette County, Pennsylvania, at Record 
Book 3302, page 1502. 
 Being further identified as Tax Map Parcel 
38-11-0030 

_______________________________________ 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF FAYETTE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF     : 
PENNSYLVANIA     : 
 v.        : No. 964 OF 2023 

ANTOINETTE LOUISE HODGE  : No. 276 WDA 2025 

 Appellant.      : Honorable Senior Judge John F. Wagner, Jr. 
 

OPINION 

 

Wagner, S.J.                   June 24, 2025 

 

 After a trial by jury that commenced on April 21, 2025 and ended on April 22, 
2025, the jury rendered verdicts of guilty on twenty-three (23) counts of Forgery; one 
count of Dealing in Proceeds of Unlawful Activities; three (3) counts of various forms 
of theft charges; one count of Receiving Stolen Property; and one count of Misapplica-
tion of Entrusted Property. The Defendant was sentenced on April 30, 2025 to thirty-

one (31) to one hundred and twenty (120) months incarceration and ordered to pay resti-
tution in the total amount of one hundred and twelve thousand four hundred and eighty-

four dollars and ninety-nine cents. ($112,484.99) plus fines and costs. 
 

STATEMENT OF ISSUE RAISED ON APPEAL 

 

1. WHETHER THE COURT ERRED IN FAILING TO DISMISS THE INSTANT 
MATTER, PRIOR TO TRIAL, UNDER 18 PA.C.S. § 110, WHICH GOVERNS COM-
PULSORY JOINDER OF CRIMINAL MATTERS DUE TO THE INTRODUCTION 
OF EVIDENCE FROM THIS MATTER AND THE USE OF SAID EVIDENCE IN 
ARGUMENT, BY THE COMMONWEALTH, IN A PRIOR, RELATED CRIMINAL TRIAL. 
 

BACKGROUND 

 

 In February 2023, the members of the Board of Directors and Private Council of the 
Youghiogheny Western Baptist Association (hereinafter "YWBA") made a complaint to 
District Attorney Richard Bower. YWBA is a religious association of twenty-seven 
individual Baptist churches with its principal office located in Uniontown, Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania. The association is comprised of Baptist churches located in 
Fayette, Greene, Westmoreland and Allegheny County in Pennsylvania with one church 
located in Morgantown, West Virginia. The members of the YWBA are volunteers who 
serve without compensation. Funding for the YWBA comes from annual membership 
dues from each of the twenty-seven churches. 
 

 The officers of the YWBA with their legal counsel met with Trooper Eberhardt and 
Steven Kontaxes, a forensic accountant who is an expert in complex financial criminal 
investigations. At the meeting, the representatives of the YWBA informed the Trooper 
and others present that they had determined that one of their trusted officers, the De-
fendant herein, had been stealing funds from their accounts over a period of years. 
Members of the YWBA became suspicious when they discovered that invoices and bills 
had not been paid. The Association was in debt to creditors and at risk of losing essen-
tial services. The organization's general checking account and Money Market bank ac-
count had been secretly depleted. The Appellant had used her position in the organiza-
tion to gain control of the finances of the organization, the check book and finances. 

JUDICIAL OPINION 
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 They further informed the Trooper that the Appellant had gained control of the or-
ganization's post office box and was intercepting shut off notices. In December of 2022, 
the YWBA voted to remove her from her position and brought the issue to the District 
Attorney. The District Attorney obtained subpoenas from the Gand Jury to investigate 
how the funds were spent from the YWBA's checking and Money Market accounts. The 
YWBA's accounts were held by the First National Bank. Evidence of fraud was found 
with numerous fraudulent checks were written payable to the Appellant. On review, it 
was apparent that numerous checks that were to be signed by multiple board members; 
Bradford Francis, Sandra Tracy, and Andrea Myers; had not been signed by them. 
Twelve (12) fraudulent checks were made out to the Appellant, other fraudulent checks 
were made out to “Cash” and it was ultimately determined that one hundred and twelve 
thousand four hundred and eighty-four dollars and ninety-nine cents ($112,484.99) was 
removed from the two accounts. The first identified fraudulent check was dated in July 
of 2018. 
 

 During the investigation by the Pennsylvania State Police, it was discovered that 
the Appellant frequented numerous casinos in Fayette and surrounding counties. In ad-
dition, a witness was located who worked in a local convenience store who testified that 
she had observed the Appellant in the store on a near daily basis spending approximate-
ly one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per day on games of chance and purchasing lottery 
tickets. The information was presented to the Grand Jury seated on August 24, 2022 
who issued a presentment approving the charges. 
 

 The Appellant was investigated related to another case, Fayette County Case Num-
ber 963 of 2013 and Superior Court Number 544 WDA 2025. After a trial by jury be-
fore the Honorable President Judge Steve P. Leskinen, the Defendant was convicted of 
the following charges: Receiving Stolen Property, Theft by Failure to Make Required 
Disposition of Funds, Perjury, Misapplication of Entrusted Property and Property of 
Government Financial Institutions, and Obstructing the Administration of Law or Other 
Governmental Function. This case was prosecuted by the Attorney General's Office. 
This case involved the Appellant's actions as the elected Treasurer of the City of Union-
town. The Treasurer's Office had two employees in addition to the Treasurer. After tak-
ing office in January, 2020, the Appellant in her role as Treasurer changed procedures 
so that she was the only person who made all bank deposits. The Treasurer's Office re-
ceives and deposits City tax payments, payments made to the Sewer System Fund and 
the money paid into the Tobacco Fund. Initially all funds paid into the office went into 
the City's Tax Clearing Account. Prior to her election, all funds received each day were 
paid into the Tax Clearing Account on that day. The Appellant changed that procedure 
and deposited funds periodically. The funds were reconciled daily using the receipts 
written that day and the amount on the calculator tape. The staff verbally confirmed the 
amount received each day. The funds were to be deposited in the bank, or deposited in 
the safe in the Treasurer's Office if the Appellant did not go to the bank. 
 

ARGUMENT 

 

 The Appellant asserts that the Court erred when it failed to dismiss this case prior to 
trial pursuant to 18 Pa. C.S.A.§ 110, the compulsory joinder statute, due to the introduc-
tion of facts from this case in the first trial and the use of those facts in the Common-
wealth's final argument. In the first case, the Attorney General stated during the trial that 
the Appellant had manipulated herself into a position in the church to gain access to the 
organization's checkbook and wrote checks to herself so she could use their funds to 
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support her gambling habit. 
 

 The compulsory joinder statute was designed to serve two (2) distinct policy con-
siderations: (1) to protect a person accused of a crime from governmental harassment by 
having multiple trials for offenses stemming from the same criminal episode and (2) to 
ensure judicial economy. 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 110. A prosecution will only be barred by the 
compulsory joinder statute if: (1) the former prosecution resulted in an acquittal or in a 
conviction; (2) the instant prosecution is based on the same criminal conduct or arose 
from the same criminal episode as the former prosecution; (3) the prosecutor was aware 
of the instant charges before the commencement of the trial on the former charges; and 
(4) the instant charges were within the jurisdiction of a single court. Id. 
 

 Evidence from other crimes may be admissible for a wide variety of evidentiary 
purposes but that fact alone does not prove a logical connection between the acts so as 
to constitute a single criminal episode. Commonwealth v. Spatz, 756 A.2d 1139 (Pa. 
2000). To determine whether various acts constitute a single criminal episode, a court 
must consider two (2) factors: (1) the logical relationship between the acts, and (2) the 
temporal relationship between the acts. Id. 
 

 At the trial in the Uniontown City Treasurer's case, a witness testified for the Com-
monwealth regarding the facts in the church case to present a pattern of the Appellant's 
behavior in her dealing with other agencies. The evidence was introduced as evidence of 
prior bad acts pursuant to Pa. R.C.E. 404(b) to show the pattern in her behavior to sup-
port her gambling habit. The introduction of this evidence is permissible and does not 
trigger the compulsory joinder statute. While the charges in both cases arise from thefts 
of funds, the cases do not arise from the same criminal episode or the same criminal 
conduct. In the first prosecution, the Appellant ran for public office and was elected to 
act as the Treasurer for the City of Uniontown. Once in office, the Appellant took tax 
funds collected from citizens, failed to deposit the funds, and then used the funds to 
gamble and cover personal expenses. In the YWBA case, the Appellant was active in 
the church organization and was appointed to a position in the organization that gave 
her access to the checkbook. The Appellant then forged the names of officers of the 
organization on the checks that she made out either to cash or to herself. The motive for 
the thefts was to finance her daily gambling. The purpose of the thefts was the same but 
the scheme and pattern were different. The evidence was presented established a lack of 
mistake. The presentation of this information did not establish compulsory joinder for 
the two cases. 
 

 The acts by the Appellant were clearly part of a separate scheme in each case, with 
a difference pattern of theft in each case. In this case, the Appellant victimized a church 

organization by forging checks with the names of organization officers, while in the 
Treasurer's case, she took tax money paid into her office and failed to deposit it in the 
City accounts. 
 

 For the above stated reasons, the Court respectfully requests that the appeal filed by 
the Appellant be dismissed. 
 

          BY THE COURT: 
          WAGNER, S.J. 
 

 ATTEST: 
 Clerk of Courts 
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Bench Bar Conference 

Wednesday, October 22, 2025 

The Historic Summit Inn 

 

AGENDA 

 

 8:30 - Meet the Sponsors & Breakfast Buffet 
 

 9:00 - 12:15 - Conference Seminars (3.0 Ethics CLE Credits) 
 

  The Impaired Lawyer – A Call to Action     

   Brian S. Quinn, Esquire – Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers 

 

  Civility in the Age of Electronics        

   Anne N. John, Esquire 

 

  Wellness Workshop – The Do’s of Wellness       

   Kathleen Wilkinson, Esquire 

 

 12:30 - Lunch Buffet 
 

Fees to Attend 

 

 FCBA members - $85 

 Non-members of the FCBA - $135 

 Attorneys admitted after January 1, 2020 - $50 

 

RSVP due Friday, October 10th 

cindy@fcbar.org or 724-437-7994 

 

Many thanks to our Sponsors: 
 

BENCH BAR CONFERENCE 


