
 

LACKAWANNA JURIST 

 

- 1 - 
 
 

JUDICIAL OPINION 

 
CASE NAME AND NUMBER: Helring v. Scranton Police Pension Board - 

2025 WL 3004363 (Lacka. Co. 2025) 
 
DATE OF DECISION:   October 24, 2025 
 
JUDGE:       Terrence R. Nealon 
 
ATTORNEYS INVOLVED: Kim Borland, Esquire, Counsel for Appellant 
 Lawrence A. Durkin, Esquire, Counsel for 

Respondent 
 Matthew G. Boyd, Esquire, Counsel for 

Intervenor 
 

SUMMARY OF OPINION: 
 

A former police officer’s disability pension was revoked by the police pension board pursuant to the 
Public Employee Pension Forfeiture Act (“PEPFA”), Act of July 8, 1978, P.L. 752, No. 140, as 

amended, 43 P.S. §§ 1311-1315, and a municipal ordinance governing police pensions based upon his 

federal felony conviction for knowingly stealing federal funds by receiving compensation totaling 
$17,831.40 for extra-duty patrol shifts that he never worked at lower-income housing complexes.  A 

pension is subject to forfeiture under PEPFA if the public official or employee is convicted of a federal 

offense that is “substantially the same” as one of the state crimes identified in that statute, or under the 
ordinance if the employee is “convicted of a felony.”  The ex-officer appealed the forfeiture of his 

pension on the grounds that: (1) his federal conviction was not “essentially identical” to a state crime 

enumerated in PEPFA; (2) the pension ordinance was unconstitutionally “void for vagueness” and in 
conflict with PEPFA; and (3) the pension board violated his procedural due process rights in the manner 

in which it revoked his pension. 
 

The elements of the former officer’s federal offense were essentially identical to the state crime of theft 

by deception under 18 Pa.C.S. § 3922(a)(1), which is a state crime enumerated in PEPFA as warranting 

the forfeiture of pension benefits.  That federal felony conviction was also “substantially the same” as 
a state crime “classified as a felony or punishable by a term of imprisonment exceeding five years,” 

which provided an independent basis for revocation of a public pension under PEPFA.  Since a court 

should not address constitutional issues if a case can be decided on non-constitutional grounds, and the 
revocation of the subject pension was proper under PEPFA, it was unnecessary to consider the ex-

officer’s constitutional arguments relating to the pension ordinance.  

 

Procedural due process entitles an individual to adequate notice of proceedings, the opportunity to be 

heard, and the chance to litigate issues before a fair and impartial tribunal.  The certified record reflected 
that the former officer was provided sufficient written notice of all hearings, afforded ample opportunity 

to argue and present his case at five hearings, and granted special accommodations in order to testify 

and participate remotely from federal prison.  Contrary to the officer’s contentions, the pension board’s 
solicitor did not act in an adjudicative capacity, the officer’s request to introduce testimony from the 

pension board members regarding the standards and reasoning that they applied in reaching their 

decisions was protected from disclosure by the deliberative process privilege, and the pension board 
issued a written decision containing adequate factual findings and legal conclusions.  Accordingly, the 

officer’s procedural due process arguments were without merit, and the pension board’s decision to 

revoke his public pension was affirmed. 



 

LACKAWANNA JURIST 

 

- 2 - 
 
 

  
ESTATE 

 
First Notice 

 
 Estate of THERESA J. BEDE, late of Dalton, 
Pennsylvania.  Letters Testamentary in the above estate 
having been granted, creditors shall make demand and 
debtors shall make payment to Paul Bede or Joyce Bede, co-
Executors, or to James W. Reid, Esquire, Oliver, Price & 
Rhodes, Attorney for the Estate, 1212 South Abington Road, 
Clarks Summit, PA  18411. 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters of 
Administration, C.T.A. have been granted in the ESTATE OF 
JOHN R. BRYLA, a/k/a JOHN R. BRYLA, JR., a/k/a JOHN 
BRYLA, JR. Deceased, 244 Joe Lick Road, Scott Township, 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 18447, who died on July 
12, 2024. All persons indebted to the Estate are requested to 
make payment and those having claims or demands are to 
present same, without delay, to the Co-Administratrixes, 
C.T.A., Deanna Burke and Tiffany Bryla, or Michael N. Krisa, 
Attorney for the Estate, 3397 Scranton/Carbondale Highway, 
Suite 4, Blakely, Pennsylvania 18447. 
 
 ESTATE OF CHARLES WILLIAM BURKE, late of 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, (Died July 18, 2025). Letters 
Testamentary having been granted to Valerie Burke, all 
persons having claims against the Estate or indebted to the 
Estate shall make payment or present claims to Matthew P. 
Barrett, Esquire, 345 Wyoming Avenue, Suite 215, Scranton, 
PA 18503. 
 

ESTATE OF MAUREEN CRYAN A/K/A SISTER 
MAUREEN CRYAN, IHM, late of Scranton, Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania (died September 25, 2025).  Letters 
Testamentary having been granted, all persons having claims 
or demands against estate of decedent shall make them 
known and present them, and all persons indebted to said 
decedent shall make payment thereof without delay to Sister 
Mary Persico, IHM, Executor, 2205 Adams Avenue, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania 18509 or to Jenna Kraycer Tuzze, of Oliver, 
Price & Rhodes,  Attorney for the Estate, 1212 South Abington 
Road, Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania 18411. 

 
ESTATE OF ROBERT BRUCE HOLDEN, NUMBER 

35-2025-1253, Deceased, late of South Abington Twp, PA, 
Lackawanna County, PA; Died March 27, 2025. Notice is 
hereby given that Letters of Testamentary have been granted 
in the above Estate. All persons indebted to said Estate are 
required to make payments, and those having claims or 
demands are to present the same without delay to Robert B. 
Holden, 14039 Church Hill RD, Clarks Summit, PA 18411. 
 
 ESTATE OF ELIZABETH A. HONAN, late of 
Scranton, PA. Elliot Zackoski, Executor; Christopher J. 
Szewczyk, Esquire, Attorney, 321 Biden Street, Suite 201, 
Scranton, PA 18503. 
 
  
 

 
ESTATE OF MICHAEL LEO JAMES MILLS AKA 

MICHAEL L. MILLS, NUMBER 35-2025-1356, Deceased, 
late of Scranton, PA, Lackawanna County, PA: Died May 27, 
2024. Notice is hereby given that Letters of Administration 
have been granted in the above Estate. All persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make payments, and those 
having claims or demands are to present the same without 
delay to Kathleen Ann Mills, 1730 Bloom Ave., Scranton, PA 
18508. 
 
 ESTATE OF JOHN MICHAEL MORETTI, NUMBER 
35-2025-1281, Deceased, late of Jessup, PA, Lackawanna 
County, PA: Died September 9, 2025. Notice is hereby given 
that Letters of Testamentary have been granted in the above 
Estate. All persons indebted to said Estate are required to 
make payments, and those having claims or demands are to 
present the same without delay to Jeffrey J. Moretti, 22 
Meadow Run Road, Bordentown, NJ, 08505. 
 
 ESTATE OF MARY ROSE OSTERHOUT, late of 
Clarks Summit, PA. Christopher S. Osterhout, Executor; 
Christopher J. Szewczyk, Esquire, Attorney, 321 Biden Street, 
Suite 201m Scranton, PA 18503.  
 
 ESTATE OF DOMINIC J. PROVINI SR. A/K/A 
DOMINIC J. PROVINi, late of Dalton, Pennsylvania (died 
February 12, 2024).  Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary for the Estate of Dominic J. Provini Sr. a/k/a 
Dominic J. Provini have been issued to Barbara A. Provini, 
Executrix of the Estate.  All those having claims or demands 
against the Estate or indebtedness owed to the Estate shall 
present claims or remit payment without delay to the Executrix 
at 1117 Lily Lake Road, Dalton, PA 18414 or to Kris E. 
Fendrock, Myers, Brier & Kelly, LLP, Attorney for the Estate, 
425 Biden Street, Suite 200, Scranton, PA 18503. 
 
 ESTATE OF THERESA ROSENCRANZ, NUMBER 
35-2025-1231, Deceased, late of Scranton, PA, Lackawanna 
County, PA: Died February 18, 2025. Notice is hereby given 
that Letters of Testamentary have been granted in the above 
Estate. All persons indebted to said Estate are required to 
make payments, and those having claims or demands are to 
present the same without delay to Monica Lindsay, 1221 
Manor Road, Havertown, PA 19030 and Michael Rosencranz, 
933 Meadowlark Drive, Madison Twp., PA 18444. 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in the  ESTATE OF WAYNE 
N. TAYNTOR, of Moosic, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, 
18507. All persons indebted to the Estate are requested to 
make payment and those having claims or demands are to 
present same, without delay, to the Executrix, Kimberly Ann 
Tayntor, or John P. Sanderson, III, Attorney for the Estate – 
Sanderson Building, One Terrace Drive, Olyphant, 
Pennsylvania 18447. 
 
 ESTATE OF MARGARET M. THOMAS a/k/a MARGE 
THOMAS, late of Clarkes Green, Pennsylvania, (Died July 25, 
2025). Letters of Administration were granted to the 
undersigned to serve as Administrator of the Estate. All 
persons having claims against the Estate or indebted to the 
Estate shall make payment or present claims to Douglas P. 
Thomas, Attorney for the Estate, 345 Wyoming Avenue, Suite 
200, Scranton, PA 18503. 
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ESTATE OF JAMES ANTHONY VALVANO, AKA 
JAMIE VALVANO, NUMBER 35-25-1296, Deceased, late of 
Scranton, PA, Lackawanna County, PA: Died September 2, 
2025. Notice is hereby given that Letters of Testamentary 
have been granted in the above Estate. All persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make payments, and those 
having claims or demands are to present the same without 
delay to Rocco V. Valvano, Jr., 321 Biden Street, 201, 
Scranton, PA 18503 and April Valvano, 826 Froude Ave. 
Scranton, PA 18505. 
 
 Estate of MYRNA RUTH WATKINS a/k/a  MYRNA 
WATKINS, Deceased, late of 2201 Wyoming Ave., Scranton, 
PA 18509, (Died October 15, 2025), Gwen Walsh, Executrix; 
Dante A. Cancelli, Esquire, Suite 260, 125 North Washington 
Ave., Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503, Attorney. 
 
 ESTATE OF MARY LEE WIRTH, late of Clarks Green 
Borough, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died 
September 13, 2025).  Letters Testamentary having been 
granted, all persons having claims or demands against estate 
of decedent shall make them known and present them, and 
all persons indebted to said decedent shall make payment 
thereof without delay to Kristen L. DeLambo, Executor, P.O. 
Box 144, 2078 Whiteford Road, Whiteford, MD 21160 or to 
James J. Gillotti, of Oliver, Price & Rhodes, Attorney for the 
Estate, 1212 South Abington Road, Clarks Summit, 
Pennsylvania 18411. 
 
 ESTATE OF JEAN D. YAMIALKOWSKI, late of 
Carbondale, Lackawanna County, PA (died June 29, 2025).  
Letters of Administration having been granted, all persons 
having claims or demands against estate of decedent shall 
make them known and present them, and all persons indebted 
to said decedent shall make payment thereof without delay to 
Carol Opalka, 271 Town Hill Road, Prompton, PA 18456, 
Administrator of the Estate or to Jane M. Carlonas, Esquire, 
1212 S. Abington Road, Clarks Summit, PA 18411. 
 

Second Notice 
 

 ESTATE OF ROBIN BALDWIN CONKLIN, late of 
Glenburn Township, Lackawanna County, PA, died August 9, 
2025, Administrator CTA, Ronald Lee Conklin, or David A. 
Howell, Attorney for the Estate, 336 South State Street, Clarks 
Summit, PA 18411. 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in the ESTATE OF JAMES 
FIUME a/k/a  JAMES J. FIUME a/k/a JAMES J. FIUME, SR., 
late of Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, who 
died on August 21, 2025. All persons indebted to said estate 
are required to make payment and those having claims or 
demands to present the same without delay to James John 
Fiume, or his attorney, Michelle L. Guarneri, Esquire, 49 S. 
Main Street, Ste 400, Pittston, PA 18640. 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters of 
Testamentary have been granted to Anne Marie Howells, 
Executrix of the Estate of KENNETH MARTIN HOWELLS, 
late of the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, date of death September 3, 2025. Creditors are 
to present claims and debtors are to make payments to Anne 
Marie Howells, Esquire (Attorney for the Estate), 307 West 

Market Street, Suite #1, Scranton, PA 18508-2783, (570) 344-
1088. 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in the Estate of 
MARGARET ANN KANE, a/k/a MARGARET KANE, 
Deceased, 256 Bridgen Street Rear, Jessup, Lackawanna 
County, Pennsylvania 18434, who died on September 21, 
2025. All persons indebted to the Estate are requested to 
make payment and those having claims or demands are to 
present same, without delay, to the Executor, Stanley Edward 
Kane, or Michael N. Krisa, Attorney for the Estate, 3397 
Scranton/Carbondale Highway, Suite 4, Blakely, 
Pennsylvania 18447. 
 
 ESTATE OF ROBERT FRANCIS MAHER, aka 
ROBERT F. MAHER, Deceased, late of Ransom Twp., 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, (died September 14, 
2025). Letters Testamentary having been granted, creditors 
shall make demand and debtors shall make payment to 
Chelsea Maher, 1606 S. 9th. St., Philadelphia, PA, 19148, 
Executrix, or to Stephen J. Evers, Esq., Attorney for the 
Estate, 213 R. North  State Street, Clarks Summit, PA, 18411. 
 
 ESTATE OF JOYCE SOLOMON, aka ALICE 
SOLOMON, late of the Borough of Archbald, Lackawanna 
County, PA (Died September 4, 2025). NOTICE is hereby 
given that Letters Testamentary in the above Estate have 
been granted to Joseph Solomon, 340 Wayne Street, 
Archbald, PA 18403, Executor, on October 24, 2025. All 
persons indebted to the above Estate are required to make 
payment, and all those having claims or demands are to 
present same without delay, to the Executor named herein or 
to James, J. O’Connor, Esquire, Attorney for the Estate, 496 
North Main Street, Archbald, PA 18403. 
 
 ESTATE OF IRENE F. VERTUCCI, DECEASED, late 
of South Abington Twp., Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, 
(died October 2, 2025). Letters Testamentary having been 
granted, creditors shall make demand and debtors shall make 
payment to Matthew J. Vertucci, Executor, 3029 Woods Edge 
Dr., Bloomsburg, PA, 17815, or to Stephen J. Evers, Esq., 
Attorney for the Estate, 213 R. North State Street, Clarks 
Summit, PA, 18411. 

 
Third Notice 

 
 Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary have 
been granted to Jacqueline A. Musyt, in the ESTATE OF 
ELEANOR DRAIM, late of Olyphant, Pennsylvania, who died 
on November 30, 2023. All persons indebted to the Estate are 
requested to make payment and those having claims or 
demand are to present the same without delay to Sean P. 
McDonough, Esquire, 459 Wyoming Avenue, Kingston, 
Pennsylvania 18704. 
 

Estate of ARTHUR J. JORDAN, late of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania (died September 4, 2025).  Notice is hereby 
given that Letters Testamentary for the Estate of Arthur J. 
Jordan have been issued to Arthur J. Jordan, Jr., Mary 
Catherine Veety and Marie S. Jordan, Executors of the 
Estate.  All those having claims or demands against the 
Estate or indebtedness owed to the Estate shall present 
claims or remit payment without delay to the Executors at 143 
Point Road, Factoryville, PA 18419 or to Robert T. Kelly, Jr., 
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Myers, Brier & Kelly, LLP, Attorney for the Estate, 425 Biden 
Street, Suite 200, Scranton, PA 18503. 
 
 In the Estate of NORBERT R. KOSCIUK of Throop, 
Lackawanna County, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Letters Testamentary in the above estate have been granted 
to Cheryl A. Kosciuk.  All persons indebted to said estate are 
requested to make prompt payment and all having claims 
against said estate will present them without delay to: Marissa 
McAndrew, Esquire, McAndrew Law Offices, PC, 630 Main 
Street, Forest City, PA  18421, (570) 785 – 3333, Attorney for 
the Estate. 
 
 Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary have 
been granted in the Estate of SALLY ANN KUTCH, a/k/a 
SALLY A. KUTCH, Deceased, 134 Wagner Boulevard, 
Greenfield Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 
18407, who died on September 11, 2025. All persons 
indebted to the Estate are requested to make payment and 
those having claims or demands are to present same, without 
delay, to the Executrix, Kim Liparulo, or Michael N. Krisa, 
Attorney for the Estate, 3397 Scranton/Carbondale Highway. 
Suite 4, Blakely, Pennsylvania 18447. 
 
 Estate of PAUL R. LAHOTSKI a/k/a PAUL 
LAHOTSKI (died September 10, 2025) formerly of Throop, 
Pennsylvania. All persons indebted to the estate shall make 
payment and those having claims or demands are to present 
same without delay to the Administratrix, Lorraine Lahotski, or 
Richard A. Fanucci, Attorney for the Estate, 1711 Main Street, 
Blakely, PA 18447. 
 

ESTATE OF RONALD R. LEAS, late of Scranton, 
Pennsylvania (died June 16, 2025), Jeffrey R. Leas, 
Administrator, Gregory J. Pascale, Esq., Attorney for the 
Estate, Needle Law, P.C., 240 Penn Avenue, Scranton, PA 
18503. 
 

ESTATE OF ANNOINETTE S. MECCA, DECEASED, 
late of Scranton, Pennsylvania (Died August 31, 2025). All 
persons indebted to said Estate are required to make 
payment, and those having claims or demands to present the 
same, without delay, to David C. Mecca, Testator, c/o 
Attorney Joseph F. Gaughan, 1107 Oram Street, Scranton, 
PA 18504. 
 
 ESTATE OF GARY WAYNE OWENS, late of 
Scranton, PA (died July 4, 2025), Letters of Administration 
having been granted to Joshua Ryan Owens. All persons 
knowing themselves to be indebted to said Estate will make 
payment immediately, and those having claims will present 
them for settlement to JOSHUA RYAN OWENS, 
Administrator or to: Tullio DeLuca, Attorney for the Estate, 
4113 Birney Avenue, Suite 2, Moosic, PA 18507. 
 

ESTATE OF JOYCE SOLOMON, aka ALICE 
SOLOMON, late of the Borough of Archbald, Lackawanna 
County, PA (Died September 4, 2025). NOTICE is hereby 
given that Letters Testamentary in the above Estate have 
been granted to Joseph Solomon, 340 Wayne Street, 
Archbald, PA 18403, Executor, on October 24, 2025. All 
persons indebted to the above Estate are required to make 
payment, and all those having claims or demands are to 
present same without delay, to the Executor named herein or 
to James J. O’Connor, Esquire, Attorney for the Estate, 496 
North Main Street, Archbald, PA 18403. 
 

 

 
Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary have 

been granted in the ESTATE OF SARA THOMAS, a/k/a 
SARA E. THOMAS, Deceased, 2327 N. Washington Avenue, 
Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 18509, who 
died on September 19, 2025. All persons indebted to the 
Estate are requested to make payment and those having 
claims or demands are to present the same, without delay, to 
the Executor, Daniel Thomas or Michael N. Krisa, Attorney for 
the Estate, 3397 Scranton/Carbondale Highway, Suite 4, 
Blakely, Pennsylvania 18447. 
 
 ESTATE OF THEODORE CROMWELL VAN NORT, 
JR. late of South Abington Township, Lackawanna County, 
PA (died September 22, 2025). Letters of Administration 
having been granted, all persons having claims or demands 
against estate of decedent shall make them known and 
present them, and all persons indebted to said decedent shall 
make payment thereof without delay to Timothy Van Nort, Co-
Administrator of the Estate, 5 Kraft Street, Archbald, PA 
18403 or to Mark Van Nort, Co-Administrator of the Estate, 45 
White Birch Lane, Dalton, PA 18414, or to Jane M. Carlonas, 
Esquire, 1212 S. Abington Road, Clarks Summit, PA 18411.  
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters of 
Administration in the Estate OF MARIE A. ZULLO, (Date of 
Death: August 15, 2024) late of the City of Scranton, 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, have been granted to the 
undersigned. All persons indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment and those having claims shall 
present them for settlement to: Ursula Tracy and Marie Elena 
Zullo, c/o Shandra S. Kisailus, Esquire, 245 North River 
Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702, Phone: 570-824-9949. 

 
Fictitious Names 

 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the 
provisions od the Acts of Assembly approved May 24, 1045, 
as amended, of the filing in the Office of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
on June 23, 2025, an application for registration of fictitious 
name for ALE MARY’S, with its principal place of business at 
126 Franklin Avenue, Scranton, PA 18403. The name of the 
entity/person interested in said business is SETTLERS 
HOSPITATLITY GROUP, LLC and Justin F. Genzlinger. 

  



 

LACKAWANNA JURIST 

 

- 5 - 
 
 

  



 

LACKAWANNA JURIST 

 

- 6 - 
 
 

    

 


