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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Honorable Farley Toothman, President Judge 

Honorable Louis Dayich, Judge 
 

 

MOTIONS    ARGUMENTS 

Criminal & Civil & O.C.:   Argument Court: Jan. 9, 2019 
Dec. 17, Dec. 19, & Dec. 21, 2018 
 

CRIMINAL    CIVIL 

Arraignments: Dec. 10, 2018   Domestic Relations Contempts: 
ARDs: Dec. 17, 2018           Dec. 26, 2018 

ARD Revocations: Dec. 17, 2018  Domestic Relations Appeals 

Parole Violations: Dec. 17, 2018          Dec. 26, 2018 

Plea Court: Dec. 18 & 19, 2018 
License Suspension Appeals: Dec. 17, 2018 
 

 

ORPHANS    JUVENILE 

Accounts Nisi: Jan. 7, 2019   Plea Day: Dec. 20, 2018 

Accounts Absolute:  Jan. 18, 2019 
 

SUPREME COURT  Convenes in Pgh.: April 8 - 12, 2019 

SUPERIOR COURT  Convenes in Pgh.: January 14 – 18, 2019 

COMMONWEALTH COURT Convenes in Pgh.: February 11 - 15, 2019 
 

****************************** 
THE GREENE REPORTS 

Owned and published by the GREENE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Editor:  Josephine L. Ketcham 

E-mail address: editor.greenereports@yahoo.com  
 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
 All articles published in The Greene Reports are intended to inform, educate or amuse.  Any article 

deemed by the editorial staff to be reasonably interpreted as offensive, demeaning or insulting to any 

individual or group will not be published. 

 The views expressed in the articles represent the views of the author and are not necessarily the 

views of The Greene Reports or the Greene County Bar Association. 

 The Greene Reports welcomes letters to the Editor both for publication and otherwise.  All letters 

should be addressed to:  Editor, The Greene Reports, Greene County Courthouse, 10 East High Street, 

Waynesburg, PA  15370.  Letters must include signature, address and telephone number.  Anonymous 

correspondence will not be published.  All letters for publication are subject to editing and, upon submission, 

become the property of The Greene Reports. 

 

******************************************** 

THE GREENE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Christine N. Nash, President 
Christopher Simms, Vice-President 

Adam Belletti, Secretary 

Jessica Phillips, Treasurer 

Brandon K. Meyer, Ex-Officio 
******************************************* 
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******************* 

DEED TRANSFERS 

******************* 
The following property transfers have been recorded in the Greene County Recorder of Deeds office.  

 

ALEPPO, SPRINGHILL & RICHHILL TOWNSHIPS 

Aaron R Parry et us to Highlands Royalty Fund LLC, 416.7592 Acres O&G, $1,041,510.80  
(12-5-18) 

CENTER TOWNSHIP 

Jeffrey R Bennett et ux to CNX Midstream Devco I LP, R/W, $5,000. (12-3-18) 

John R Bennett et ux to CNX Midstream Devco I LP, R/W, $12,800. (12-3-18) 
CARMICHAELS BOROUGH 

John Lorence Jr Est to Arthur F Lindstrom et al, .1636 Acre, (12-3-18) 

CUMBERLAND TOWNSHIP 

Ronald L May et ux to Thelma M Clazey et al, Lot, $5,500. (12-5-18) 
Thomas W Orsburn et ux to Lynn L Corl III, Lot 146 Nemacolin, $15,000. (12-5-18) 

Susan M John to Jacob Patterson et ux, Lots 11-14 Parsley Farms Plan, $160,000. (12-6-18) 

DUNKARD TOWNSHIP 

Betty L Garrison Est to Margaret A Bigley, 2 Acres, $15,000. (12-3-18) 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 

Dominion Energy Transmission Inc et al to EQM Gathering Opco LLC, R/W, $38,776.  

(12-4-18) 

Wayne A Blaker to EQM Gathering Opco LLC, R/W, $4,368. (12-4-18) 
GILMORE TOWNSHIP 

Ronald E Cupler et ux to Ojeda AD4 LLC et al, 115.099 Acres O&G, $2,557.76 (12-4-18) 

Wanda Lea Lohmeyer et con to Ojeda AD4 LLC et al, 115.099 Acres O&G, $2,557.76 (12-4-18) 

Gloria J Edwards et con to Ojeda AD4 LLC et al, 115.099 Acres O&G, $2,557.76 (12-4-18) 
Connie Culper Agin et con to Ojeda AD4 LLC et al, 115.099 Acres O&G, $2,557.76 (12-4-18) 

Mark A Myers to Ojeda AD4 LLC et al, 115.099 Acres O&G, $852.59 (12-4-18) 

MONONGAHELA TOWNSHIP 

Carmine Anthony Peluso et ux to David A Keller et ux, 62.79 Acres, $365,000. (12-3-18) 
RICHHILL TOWNSHIP 

Ralph O Conklin et ux to George R Finnegan, .701 Acre, $75,000. (12-6-18) 

SPRINGHILL TOWNSHIP 

Jo Anne McCormick Quatannens to Lightning Creek Holdings LP, Tracts O&G Corrective, $100. 

(12-3-18) 

Suzanne M Shealy to Lightning Creek Holdings LP, Tracts O&G Corrective, $100. (12-3-18) 

John H Isiminger et ux to EQT Production Company, 68.134 Acres O&G – Minerals, $4,857.71 

(12-4-18) 
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 

Timothy N Logan et ux to Michael A Kraus, 2 Tracts, $225,000. (12-6-18) 

WAYNESBURG BOROUGH 

Secretary of Housing & Urban Development to Charles Deyell et al, Lot 300 R Munnell & S 
Hunnell Plan, $45,000. (12-6-18) 

WHITELEY TOWNSHIP 

John R Morris et al to Robin Stclair, 2 Acres, $1,693.55 (12-6-18) 

 
 

 



The Greene Reports 
4--------------------------------12/13/18-------------------------------------- 

********************** 

ESTATE NOTICES 
********************** 

NOTICE is hereby given of the grant of letters by the Register of Wills to the Estates of the 

following named decedents.  All persons having claims are requested to make known the same 

and all persons indebted to the decedent are requested to make payment to the personal 
representative or his attorney without delay. 

 

FIRST PUBLICATION 

 
RAPCHAK, STEPHEN CHARLES 

 Late of Fayette County, Kentucky 

 Administratrix: Florence Rapchak, 116 Eastin Road, Lexington, KY 40505 

 Attorney: Timothy N. Logan, Esquire, 54 North Richhill Street, 
  Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

 

SECOND PUBLICATION 
 

JENNEWINE, MARY ELIZABETH 

 Late of New Freeport Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Roger Stalnaker, 577 Garrison Ridge Road, New Freeport, PA 15352 
 Attorney: David C. Hook, Esquire, P. O. Box 898, 430 East Oakview Drive, Suite 101,  

  Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

JUSKOVICH, PHILIP LEE a/k/a PHILIP L. JUSKOWICH 
No. 30-18-0224 

 Late of Franklin Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Philip Charles Juskowich, 143 DeMar Blvd., Canonsburg, PA 15317 

 Attorney: James P. Liekar, Esquire, 38 West Pike Street, Canonsburg, PA 15317 
 

PAUGH, ALMA J. 

 Late of Perry Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Kimberly D. Szczyrbak, P. O. Box 26, Mt. Morris, PA 15349 
 Attorney: None 

 

THIRD PUBLICATION 

 
JANCO, EDWARD INGATIUS a/k/a EDWARD I. JANCO a/k/a EDWARD JANCO 

 Late of Rices Landing, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Doreen Plavi, % Cheryl Catherine Cowen, Esquire, 769 Lippencott Road,  

  Waynesburg, PA 15370 
 Attorney: Cheryl Catherine Cowen, Esquire, 769 Lippencott Road,  

  Waynesburg, PA 15370 
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PUTILA, ELIZABETH J. 

 Late of Cumberland Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 
 Personal Representative: Mary E. Putila-Fugozzotto, % Davis & Davis Law Offices,  

  James T. Davis, Esquire, 107 East Main Street, Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Davis & Davis Law Offices, James T. Davis, Esquire, 107 East Main Street,  

  Uniontown, PA 15401 
 

SHUMAN, BERNICE 

 Late of Franklin Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administrator: Roy Travis Tustin, 2546 Oak Forest Road, Waynesburg, PA 15370 
 Attorney: Timothy N. Logan, Esquire, 54 North Richhill Street, 

  Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

STOCKDALE, WILMA M. 
 Late of Waynesburg, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: James S. Stockdale, % Kelly A. Stepp, Esquire, Stepp Law Offices,  

  64 North Richhill Street, Ste. 101, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: Kelly A. Stepp, Esquire, Stepp Law Offices, 64 North Richhill Street,  
  Ste. 101, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

 

 

********************* 

LEGAL NOTICE 
********************* 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF GREENE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL DIVISION 

 

IN RE:    ) 
CHANGE OF NAME  ) MISC. No. 100 of 2018 

 

Notice is hereby given that on November 15, 2018, the petition of Mildred Ritenour was filed in 

the Court of Common Pleas of Greene County, PA, requesting an order to change the name of 
Mildred Elaine Ritenour to Mimi Elaine Ritenour.  The Court has fixed the day of March 4, 2019 

at 9 a.m. in Courtroom 1 of Greene County Courthouse, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania, as the time 

and place for the hearing on said petition, when and where all interested parties may appear and 

show cause, if any, why the request of the petitioner should not be granted. 
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************************************* 

FIRST AND FINAL ACCOUNTS 
************************************** 

LIST OF FIRST AND FINAL ACCOUNTS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE COURT BY 

SHERRY L. WISE, CLERK OF COMMON PLEAS COURT, ORPHANS’ COURT DIVISION 
ON January 7, 2019 FOR NISI CONFIRMATION AND ON January 18, 2019 FOR FINAL 

CONFIRMATION. 

 

The First & final Account of Mark Emerson, Executor of the Estate of Ruth Mehal, Deceased. 
 

Attorney:  Kimberly J. Simon-Pratt, Esquire 

  223 East High Street 

  Waynesburg, PA 153702 
 

The First & final Account of Laura Donnellan, Administrator of the Estate of Walter H. 

Donnellan, Deceased. 

 
Attorney:  Kimberly J. Simon-Pratt, Esquire 

  223 East High Street 

  Waynesburg, PA 153702 

 
The First & final Account of Brian Lee Mason, Administrator of the Estate of Anna Maria Mason, 

Deceased. 

 

Attorney:  Lisa J Buday, Esquire 
  P O Box 488 

  California, PA 15419 

 

 
 

 

 

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
CIVIL PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 
Proposed Amendment of Pa.R.C.P. Nos. 1006, 2130, 2156, and 2179 

The Civil Procedural Rules Committee is planning to propose to the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania the amendment of Pa.R.C.P. No. 1006, 2130, 2156, and 2179 governing venue in 
medical professional liability actions, for the reasons set forth in the accompanying 
explanatory report. Pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(a)(1), the proposal is being published in the 
Pennsylvania Bulletin for comments, suggestions, or objections prior to submission to the 
Supreme Court.  
Any reports, notes, or comments in the proposal have been inserted by the Committee for the 
convenience of those using the rules. They will neither constitute a part of the rules nor will be 
officially adopted by the Supreme Court.  
Additions to the text of the proposal are bolded and underlined; deletions to the text are 
bolded and bracketed.  
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The Committee invites all interested persons to submit comments, suggestions, or objections 
in writing to:  

Karla M. Shultz, Counsel 
Civil Procedural Rules Committee 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania Judicial Center 
PO Box 62635 

Harrisburg, PA 17106-2635 
FAX: 717-231-9526 

civilrules@pacourts.us 
All communications in reference to the proposal should be received by February 22, 2019. E-
mail is the preferred method for submitting comments, suggestions, or objections; any e-
mailed submission need not be reproduced and resubmitted via mail. The Committee will 
acknowledge receipt of all submissions.  
     By the Civil Procedural Rules Committee,  
     David L. Kwass  
     Chair 
 
Rule 1006. Venue. Change of Venue.  
 (a) Except as otherwise provided by subdivisions [(a.1), (b),] (b) and (c) of this rule, 
an action against an individual may be brought in and only in a county [in which] where 
 [(1) the individual may be served, or in which the cause of action arose, or where a 
transaction   or occurrence took place out of which the cause of action arose 
or in any other county  
 authorized by law, or]  
 (1) the individual may be served;  
 (2) the cause of action arose;  
 (3) a transaction or occurrence took place out of which the cause of action arose;  
  Note: For a definition of transaction or occurrence, see Craig v. W. J. Thiele 
& Sons, Inc., 149 A.2d  
  35 (Pa. 1959).  
 (4) venue is authorized by law; or  
  [(2)](5) the property or a part of the property, which is the subject matter 
of the action, is located provided that equitable relief is sought with respect to the property.  
 [(a.1) Except as otherwise provided by subdivision (c), a medical professional 
liability action may be brought against a health care provider for a medical professional 
liability claim only in a county in which the cause of action arose. This provision does not 
apply to a cause of action that arises outside the Commonwealth.  

Note: See Section 5101.1(c) of the Judicial Code, 42 Pa.C.S. § 5101.1(c), 
for the definitions of ‘‘health care provider,’’ ‘‘medical professional 
liability action,’’ and ‘‘medical professional liability claim.’’] 

 (b) Actions against the following defendants, except as otherwise provided in 
subdivision (c), may be brought in and only in the counties designated by the following rules: 
political subdivisions, Rule 2103; partnerships, Rule 2130; unincorporated associations, Rule 
2156; corporations and similar entities, Rule 2179.  
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[Note: Partnerships, unincorporated associations, and corporations and 
similar entities are subject to subdivision (a.1) governing venue in 
medical professional liability actions. See Rules 2130, 2156 and 2179.  

Subdivision (a.1) is a venue rule and does not create jurisdiction in Pennsylvania over a 
foreign cause of action where jurisdiction does not otherwise exist.]  
 (c)[(1) Except as otherwise provided by subdivision (c)(2), a]An action to enforce a 
joint or joint and several liability against two or more defendants, except actions in which the 
Commonwealth is a party defendant, may be brought against all defendants in any county in 
which the venue may be laid against any one of the defendants under the general rules of 
subdivisions (a) or (b).  
 [(2) If the action to enforce a joint or joint and several liability against two or more 
defendants includes one or more medical professional liability claims, the action shall be 
brought in any county in which the venue may be laid against any defendant under 
subdivision (a.1). This provision does not apply to a cause of action that arises outside the 
Commonwealth.]  
 (d)(1) For the convenience of parties and witnesses, the court upon petition of any 
party may transfer an action to the appropriate court of any other county where the action 
could originally have been brought.  
 (2) [Where] If, upon petition and hearing [thereon], the court finds that a fair and 
impartial trial cannot be held in the county for reasons stated of record, the court may order 
that the action be transferred. The order changing venue shall be certified [forthwith] to the 
Supreme Court, which shall designate the county to which the case is to be transferred.  

Note: For the recusal of the judge for interest or prejudice, see Rule 2.11 
of the Code of Judicial Conduct.  

 (3) It shall be the duty of the prothonotary of the court in which the action is 
pending to forward to the prothonotary of the county to which the action is transferred, 
certified copies of the docket entries, process, pleadings, depositions, and other papers filed in 
the action. The costs and fees of the petition for transfer and the removal of the record shall 
be paid by the petitioner in the first instance to be taxable as costs in the case.  
 (e) Improper venue shall be raised by preliminary objection and if not so raised shall 
be waived. If a preliminary objection to venue is sustained, and there is a county of proper 
venue within the State, the action shall not be dismissed but shall be transferred to the 
appropriate court of that county. The costs and fees for transfer and removal of the record 
shall be paid by the plaintiff.  
 (f)[(1) Except as provided by subdivision (f)(2), i]If the plaintiff states more than one 
cause of action against the same defendant in the complaint pursuant to Rule 1020(a), the 
action may be brought in any county in which any one of the individual causes of action might 
have been brought.  
 [(2) Except as otherwise provided by subdivision (c), if one or more of the causes of 
action stated against the same defendant is a medical professional liability claim, the action 
shall be brought in a county required by subdivision (a.1).] 
Rule 2130. Venue.  
 (a) Except as otherwise provided [by Rule 1006(a.1) and] by subdivision (c) of this 
rule, an action against a partnership may be brought in and only in a county where [the 
partnership regularly conducts business, or in the county where the cause of action arose or 
in a county where a transaction or occurrence took place out of which the cause of actions 
arose or in the county where the property or a part of the property which is the subject  
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matter of the action is located provided that equitable relief is sought with respect to the 
property.]  
 (1) the partnership regularly conducts business;  
 (2) the cause of action arose;  
 (3) a transaction or occurrence took place out of which the cause of action arose; 
or  
 (4) the property or a part of the property, which is the subject matter of the action, 
is located provided that equitable relief is sought with respect to the property.  

[Note: Rule 1006(a.1) governs venue in actions for medical professional 
liability.]  

 (b) Except as otherwise provided by subdivision (c) of this rule, an action against a 
liquidator may be brought in and only in a county where [the liquidator is liquidating the 
partnership business or in which the partnership last regularly conducted business, or in the 
county where the cause of action arose or in a county where a transaction or occurrence 
took place out of which the cause of action arose.]  
 (1) the liquidator is liquidating the partnership business;  
 (2) the partnership last regularly conducted business;  
 (3) the cause of action arose; or 
 (4) a transaction or occurrence took place out of which the cause of action arose.  
This rule shall not apply to an action against a liquidator deriving authority under the laws of 
the United States.  
(c) Subdivisions (a) and (b) of this rule do not restrict or affect the venue of an action  
 (1) against a partnership commenced by or for the attachment, seizure, 
garnishment, sequestration, or condemnation of real or personal property, or  
 (2) [an action] for the recovery of the possession of or the determination of the title 
to real or personal property. 
Rule 2156. Venue.  
 (a) Except as otherwise provided [by Rule 1006(a.1) and] by subdivision (b) of this 
rule, an action against an association may be brought in and only in a county where [the 
association regularly conducts business or any association activity, or in the county where 
the cause of action arose or in a county where a transaction or occurrence took place out of 
which the cause of actions arose or in the county where the property or a part of the 
property which is the subject matter of the action is located provided the equitable relief is 
sought with respect to the property.]  
 (1) the association regularly conducts business or any association activity;  
 (2) the cause of action arose;  
 (3) a transaction or occurrence took place out of which the cause of action arose; 
or  
 (4) the property or a part of the property, which is the subject matter of the action, 
is located provided that equitable relief is sought with respect to the property.  

[Note: Rule 1006(a.1) governs venue in actions for medical professional 
liability.]  

(b) Subdivision (a) of this rule shall not restrict or affect the venue of an action (1) against an 
association commenced by or for the attachment, seizure,  
garnishment, sequestration, or condemnation of real or personal property, or  
 (2) [an action] for the recovery of the possession of or the determination of the title 
to real or personal property. 
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Rule 2179. Venue.  
 (a) Except as otherwise provided by an Act of Assembly [, by Rule 1006(a.1)] or by 
subdivision (b) of this rule, a personal action against a corporation or similar entity may be 
brought in and only in  
 (1) the county where its registered office or principal place of business is located;  
 (2) a county where it regularly conducts business;  
 (3) the county where the cause of action arose;  
 (4) a county where a transaction or occurrence took place out of which the cause of 
action arose[,]; or  
 (5) a county where the property or a part of the property, which is the subject 
matter of the action, is located provided that equitable relief is sought with respect to the 
property.  

[Note: Rule 1006(a.1) governs venue in actions for medical professional 
liability.]  

 (b) An action upon a policy of insurance against an insurance company, association 
or exchange, either incorporated or organized in Pennsylvania or doing business in this 
Commonwealth, may be brought  
 (1) in a county designated in [S]subdivision (a) of this rule; [or]  
 (2) in the county where the insured property is located; or  
 (3) in the county where the plaintiff resides, in actions upon policies of life, accident, 
health, disability, and [live stock] livestock insurance or fraternal benefit certificates. 

Explanatory Comment 
 The Civil Procedural Rules Committee is proposing amendment of Rule 1006 to 
rescind subdivision (a.1), which limits venue in medical professional liability actions to the 
county in which the cause of action arose. The current rule provides special treatment of a 
particular class of defendants, which no longer appears warranted. Data compiled by the 
Supreme Court on case filings on medical professional liability actions 
(http://www.pacourts.us/news-and-statistics/research-and-statistics/) indicates that there has 
been a significant reduction in those filings for the past 15 years. Additionally, it has been 
reported to the Committee that this reduction has resulted in a decrease of the amount of 
claim payments resulting in far fewer compensated victims of medical negligence.  
 The proposed rescission of subdivision (a.1) is intended to restore fairness to the 
procedure for determining venue regardless of the type of defendant. The proposal would 
apply to medical professional liability actions filed after the effective date of the amended 
rule. Conforming and stylistic amendments have also been made to Rules 2130, 2156, and 
2179.  

By the Civil Procedural  
Rules Committee  
David L. Kwass  
Chair 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


