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IN RE:  CITY OF SCRANTON     : IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS  
REQUEST TO INCREASE LOCAL            :       OF LACKAWANNA COUNTY 
SERVICES TAX FOR FISCAL YEAR        : 
2021          : 
        :           2020 CV  
 
 

PETITION FOR APPROVAL TO INTRODUCE AN ORDINANCE FOR PUBLIC DEBATE THAT WOULD LEVY THE LOCAL 
SERVICES TAX AT A RATE OF ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIX ($156.00) DOLLARS PUSRANT TO THE MUNICIPALITIES 

FINANCIAL RECOVERY ACT, 53 P.S. §11701.101 ET SEQ. 
 

The Petitioner, City of Scranton, through its Solicitor, Joseph O’Brien, Esq., and Assistant Solicitor, Joseph G. 

Price, Esq., brings forth this petition pursuant to the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act, 53 P.S. §11701.101 et seq. seeking 

this Honorable Court’s permission to introduce an ordinance to levy the Local Service Tax (LST) for F iscal Year 2021 at a rate of 

One-Hundred and Fifty-Six ($156) Dollars and avers the following in support thereof:  

1.   Petitioner, City of Scranton (hereafter referred to as the “City”), is a duly incorporated Home Rule Charter 

Municipality, formerly a City of the Class 2A, with offices at 340 North Washington Avenue, in the City of Scranton, County of 

Lackawanna, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 18503. 

 2.   On January 10, 1992, following a public hearing held pursuant to 53 P.S. §11701.203 (b), the Department of 

Community Affairs of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (hereafter referred to as the “Department”) determined that Scranton 

was financially distressed pursuant to the criteria in Section 201 of the Act, 53 P.S. §11701.201, and declared Scranton to be a 

distressed municipality. 

 3.   The Pennsylvania Economy League (hereafter referred to as “PEL”) was commissioned by the Department to 

develop a Recovery Plan for Scranton pursuant to Section 241 of the Act, 53 P.S. §11701.241.   

 4.   53 P.S. § 11701.123(d)(1) allows a Municipality that has adopted a plan under Subchapter C or C.1 to file a 

petition with Court of Common Pleas in which the Municipality is located requesting the ability to adopt an ordinance that would 

levy the Municipality’s Local Services Tax (hereafter referred to as “LST”) at a rate not to exceed One Hundred and Fifty-Six 

($156.00) dollars.  

 5. Further, 53 P.S. § 11701.123(d)(1) mandates that a Municipality seeking to levy the LST at the allowed rate of One 

Hundred and Fifty-Six ($156.00) dollars must abide by the following:  

A municipality adopting an ordinance under this paragraph shall be 
prohibited from imposing any additional tax on earned income pursuant 
to subsection (c). A municipality levying the local services tax at a rate in 
excess of $52 shall, by ordinance, exempt any person from the local 
services tax whose total earned income and net profits from all sources 
within the municipality is less than $15,600 for the calendar year in 
which the local services tax is levied. This paragraph does not apply to a 
municipality which, on the effective date of this subsection,7 is not 
authorized to petition the court of common pleas for the imposition of an 
earned income tax on nonresidents.  
 

See 53 P.S. § 11701.123(d)(1). 
 
 6.   On June 5, 2017, pursuant to 53 P.S. § 11701.256, PEL released an Act 47 Exit Plan for the City (hereafter 

referred to as the “Plan”).  A copy of the Revised and Updated Recovery Plan is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.  
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 7.   Scranton City Council passed File of the Council No. 111 of 2017 which adopted the Exit Plan on July 27, 2017; 

File of Council No. 111 of 2017 was signed into law on July 28, 2017. 

 8. The 2017 Exit Plan was adopted pursuant to 53 P.S. §§11701.254 et seq.  

 9.   The 2017 Exit Plan required the City to continue to annually petition the Lackawanna County Court of Common 

Pleas for the ability to consider the adoption of an ordinance that would levy the LST at a rate of One Hundred and Fifty-Six 

($156.00).  (See page 9-3 of the Exit Plan).1  

 10. The Plan was scheduled to expire on July 27, 2020. 

 11. On July 1, 2020, PEL recommended to the City that it take advantage of Fiscal Code-Omnibus Amendments, P.L. 

158, No. 23 (hereafter referred to as “Act 23 of 2020”) wherein in Section §2.1 of Act 23 of 2020 added a new Section §1604-D.1 

to the Fiscal Code that allows for distressed municipalities to receive an Eighteen (18) month Emergency plan extension stati ng: 

A municipality operating pursuant to a recovery plan under the act of July 10, 
1987 (P.L.246, No.47), known as the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act, shall be 
eligible for an 18-month extension beyond the time limit imposed under section 254 of 
the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act.   
 

 12. Pursuant to Act 23 of 2020 and upon PEL’s recommendation, the City received an Eighteen month extension to its 

exit plan. 

 13. PEL also provided a Revised Exit Plan based on the extension.  A copy of the Revised Exit Plan is attached hereto 

as Exhibit “B”. 

 14. The Revised Exit Plan calls for the City to again petition the Lackawanna County of Common Pleas to introduce an 

ordinance at City Council to levy the LST at the One Hundred and Fifty-Six ($156.00) dollar rate. 

 15. Thus, the City is requesting approval of the within petition as it has adopted a plan pursuant to 53 P.S. 

§§11701.254 et seq., that calls for the City to petition this Honorable Court for approval to introduce the above-referenced LST 

ordinance.  

16.   The Local Services Tax being levied at One-Hundred Fifty-Six ($156) Dollars represents a vital aspect of 

the Plan and as well as a key role in bringing about meaningful change to Scranton’s economic status.  

 

1 Although this Honorable Court has previously afforded the City the right to introduce legislation that 
levies the Local Service Tax at a rate of One-Hundred and Fifty-Six ($156) Dollars in 2015, 2016, 
2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020, 53 P.S. § 11071.123 (c)(2) states: If a tax increase above existing 
limits is granted by the courts or a tax is approved as provided in subsection (d), the increase shall 
be effective for a period of one year. The one-year increase shall run from the date specified in the 
petition filed with the court or, if no such date is specified, from the beginning of the current fiscal 
year of the municipality. Subsequent increases in rates of taxation or the imposition of a tax 
under subsection (d) may be granted by the court upon annual petition of the municipality 
until the termination date of the plan adopted by the municipality under Chapter 2. (emphasis 
added).  
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17.   Approval of this petition would not represent an increase in the Local Services Tax from fiscal years 2015, 

2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, or 2020; rather, it would permit the City to introduce an ordinance at City Council to continue the 

previously approved rate for fiscal years 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020: One-Hundred and Fifty-Six ($156) Dollars.  

18. The City is not adopting an ordinance imposing any additional tax on earned income pursuant to subsection 

53 P.S. § 11701.123(c), therefore the City is in compliance with 53 P.S. § 11701.123(d)(1). 

19. The City’s LST ordinance would exempt any person from paying the LST whose total earned income and 

net profits from all sources within the municipality is less than Fifteen Thousand Six Hundred ($15,600.00) dollars for the 

calendar year in which the local services tax is levied, which further brings the City’s ordinance in line with 53 P.S. § 

11701.123(d)(1) mandates.  

 WHEREFORE, it is respectfully requested that this Honorable Court: 

(a) Establish a time and date for a hearing regarding this Petition, on an  

expedited basis. 

(b) Following said hearing, authorize the City to introduce an ordinance levying the Local 

Services Tax at a rate of a One-Hundred and Fifty-Six ($156.00) dollars for Fiscal Year 

2021.  

        

The Hon. Thomas J. Munley shall hold a hearing on the City’s petition via ZOOM on April 28, 2021 
at 10:30 a.m. 
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ESTATES 
 

First Notice 
 

RE: ESTATE OF STEVEN AQUILINA, late of 
Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died 
September 20, 2013). Notice is hereby given that Letters of 
Administration for the Estate have been issued to M’Lissa 
Aquilina, Administratrix of the Estate. All those having claims 
or demands against the Estate or indebtedness owed to the 
Estate shall present claims or remit payment without delay to 
the Administratrix, or to John J. McGovern, Jr., Attorney for 
the Estate, 321 Spruce Street-Suite 201, Scranton, PA 18503. 

RE:  ESTATE OF NORMA CRISTIANO, late of Old 
Forge, Pennsylvania (died January 19, 2021).  Notice is 
hereby given that Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
Norma Cristiano have been issued to Lynne M. Mulhern, 
Executrix of the Estate.  All those having claims or demands 
against the Estate or indebtedness owed to the Estate shall 
present claims or remit payment without delay to the Executrix 
at 1119 Innis Drive, Fredericksburg, VA 22401 or to Robert T. 
Kelly, Jr., Myers, Brier & Kelly, LLP, Attorney for the Estate, 
425 Spruce Street, Suite 200, Scranton, PA 18503.  

RE: ESTATE OF ANGELINE GIOVAGNOLI, late of 
Archbald, Lackawanna County, PA (died March 21, 2020), 
Letters of Administration have been granted to the 
undersigned, who requests all persons having claims or 
demands against the Estate of the Decedent to make known 
the same, and all persons indebted to the Decedent to make 
payment without delay to: Barbara Giovagnoli and Mark 
Giovagnoli, Co-Administrators, or to their attorney: Thomas J. 
Jones, Jr., Esquire, 410 Spruce Street, Suite 301, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania 18503.  

ESTATE OF MILDRED E. GONGLIEWSKI, 
Deceased, late of Olyphant, Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania (died January 18, 2021); Letters Testamentary 
having been granted to Mary Beth Chludzinski, Executrix; all 
persons having claims or demands against the Estate of 
Decedent are requested to immediately present the same and 
those persons indebted to said Estate are to make payment 
without delay to the Executrix at 540 Gardner Road, Elmhurst 
Township, PA 18444 or  Attorney C.J. Mustacchio, 99 West 
Filbert Street, Archbald, PA 18403.  

RE: ESTATE OF JANE ESTHER HAFER, A/K/A 
JANE E. RICHTER late of Nicholson, Lackawanna County, 
PA (died July 20, 2020), Letters of Administration have been 
granted to the undersigned, who requests all persons having 
claims or demands against the Estate of the Decedent to 
make known the same, and all persons indebted to the 
Decedent to make payment without delay to: Deborah 
McGrath, Executrix, or to her attorney: Thomas J. Jones, Jr., 
Esquire, 410 Spruce Street, Suite 301, Scranton, 
Pennsylvania 18503.  

RE: ESTATE OF ESTER MANDEL, late of Scranton, 
Lackawanna County, PA (died April 27, 2020), Letters of 
Administration have been granted to the undersigned, who 
requests all persons having claims or demands against the 
Estate of the Decedent to make known the same, and all 
persons indebted to the Decedent to make payment without 
delay to: David Mandel, Administrator, or to his attorney: 
Thomas J. Jones, Jr., Esquire, 410 Spruce Street, Suite 301, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503.  

RE: ESTATE OF SARAH M. MARMO, deceased, late 
of 409 W. McCLURE AVENUE, Old Forge, PA, 18518-1845.  
Notice is hereby given of the probate of the Estate of Sarah 
M. Marmo, late of Old Forge, Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania (Died on FEBRUARY 12, 2021).  All persons 
indebted to the Estate of Sarah M. Marmo are requested to 
make payment and those having claims of demands are to 
present same, without delay, to Co-Executrix, Robert J. 
Marmo, c/o 416 Sibley Avenue, Old Forge, Pennsylvania, 
18518-1845 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary (Letters of Administration) have been granted 
to Karen Prokarym, Executrix of the ESTATE OF JOHN J. 
PROKARYM late of Jessup, Lackawanna County, 
Pennsylvania, who died on February 6, 2021. All persons 
indebted to said Estate are required to make payment and 
those having claims to present the same without delay to the 
Executrix or to Michael F. Cosgrove of Haggerty Hinton & 
Cosgrove LLP, 1401 Monroe Avenue, Suite 2, Dunmore, PA 
18512.  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted to Fidelity Bank, Executor 
of the ESTATE OF JOSEPH A. REAKES late Moosic, 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, who died on January 8, 
2021. All persons indebted to said Estate are required to make 
payment and those having claims to present the same without 
delay to the Executor or to J. Timothy Hinton, Jr. of Haggerty 
Hinton & Cosgrove LLP, 1401 Monroe Avenue, Suite 2, 
Dunmore, PA 18512. 

ESTATE OF JOSEPH L. RENALDI late of Taylor, 
Lackawanna County, PA (died February 4, 2021).  Letters 
Testamentary having been granted, all persons having claims 
or demands against estate of decedent shall make them 
known and present them, and all persons indebted to said 
decedent shall make payment thereof without delay to William 
F. Dunstone, Esquire, of Oliver, Price & Rhodes, Attorney for 
the Estate, 1212 S. Abington Road, Clarks Summit, PA 
18411. 

RE: ESTATE OF SANDRA J. SKOTLESKI, late of 
Greenfield Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 
(died May 6, 2019). Notice is hereby given that Letters of 
Administration for the Estate have been issued to James 
Zaltauskas, Administrator of the Estate. All those having 
claims or demands against the Estate or indebtedness owed 
to the Estate shall present claims or remit payment without 
delay to the Administrator, or to John J. McGovern, Jr., 
Attorney for the Estate, 321 Spruce Street-Suite 201, 
Scranton, PA 18503. 

ESTATE OF REVEREND JOHN WYSOCHANSKY, 
A/K/A JOHN WYSOCHANSKY, Deceased, late of the 
Blakely Borough, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, died 
February 26, 2021. Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in the above Estate. All 
persons indebted to the said Estate are required to make 
payment; and those having claims or demands are to present 
the same without delay to the Reverend Walter J. 
Wysochansky, Executor, c/o 763 Merchant Street, Ambridge, 
Pennsylvania 15003. Steven Kocherzat, Esquire, 763 
Merchant Street, Ambridge, Pennsylvania 15003. 
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Second Notice 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted to Robert E. Carlucci in the 
ESTATE OF FLORENCE M. CARLUCCI A/K/A FLORENCE 
CARLUCCI, late of Dunmore, Pennsylvania (died 
01/02/2021). All persons indebted to said estate are 
requested to make payment, and creditors to present their 
claims without delay to the Executor c/o Ernest A. Sposto Jr., 
Esq., 108 North Washington Avenue, Suite 401, Scranton, PA 
18503, Attorney for the Estate. 

 Notice is hereby given that Letters of Administration 
have been granted in the ESTATE OF JOEL R. DAVIS, JR., 
late of Dunmore, Lackawanna County, Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania (Died: January 2, 2021). All persons indebted to 
the Estate are requested to make payment and those having 
claims or demands are to present the same, without delay to 
the Administratrix: Stacy Schanno, or Attorney Barbara J. 
O’Hara, 1421 E. Drinker Street, Dunmore, Pennsylvania 
18512.  

RE:  ESTATE OF MARY J. GRIBBIN, A/K/A MARY 
JOANN GRIBBIN, A/K/A MARY JOANNE GRIBBIN, late of 
the City of Scranton, Pennsylvania (died September 24, 
2020).  Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary for 
the Estate of Mary J. Gribbin, a/k/a Mary Joann Gribbin, a/k/a 
Mary Joanne Gribbin, have been issued to Kathryn Chase, 
Executrix of the Estate. All those having claims or demands 
against the Estate or indebtedness owed to the Estate shall 
present claims or remit payment without delay to the Executrix 
at 935 Woodlawn Street, Scranton, PA 18509, or to Kristen M. 
Clark, Myers, Brier & Kelly, LLP, Attorney for the Estate, 425 
Spruce Street, Suite 200, Scranton, PA 18503. 
             NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in the ESTATE OF 
BEVERLY J. KEEGAN, Deceased, late of Dickson City, PA 
who died on December 11, 2020, to Thomas Elliott Keegan. 
All persons having claims or demands against the estate of 
the decedent shall make them known and present them, and 
all persons indebted to said decedent shall make payment 
thereof without delay to Executor, Thomas Elliott Keegan, 711 
Jackson Street, Dickson City, PA 18519, or to Michael J. 
Krushinski, Esquire, Attorney for the Estate at 418 Main 
Street, Dickson City, PA 18519.  

ESTATE OF JEROME KOWALSKI A/K/A JEROME 
MICHAEL KOWALSKI, late of Peckville, Pennsylvania (died 
December 27, 2020). All persons indebted to the estate shall 
make payment and those having claims or demands are to 
present same without delay to the Executrix, Nadine E. 
Kanuik, or Richard A. Fanucci, Attorney for the Estate, 1711 
Main Street, Blakely, PA 18447.  = 

ESTATE OF DEBRA R. LEWCZUK A/K/A DEBRA 
RENEE LEWCZUK, late of Moosic, Pennsylvania (died 
January 6, 2021). All persons indebted to the estate shall 
make payment and those having claims or demands are to 
present same without delay to the Executor, Michael L. 
Lewczuk, or Richard A. Fanucci, Attorney for the Estate, 1711 
Main Street, Blakely, PA 18447. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in the ESTATE OF LOUISE 
MANCINELLI, deceased, of the Borough of Taylor, 
Lackawanna County, who died on September 27, 2020. All 
persons indebted to said estate are required to make payment 
and those having any claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay unto the Executor, Louis Sobotka, in care 

of Christine M. Trottini, Esquire, 49 South Main Street, Suite 
105, Pittston, PA 18640.  

ESTATE OF FRANCIS PAUL NICOLIO, DECEASED, 
late of 631 PENN AVE., MAYFIELD, PA 18433, (Died 
February 11, 2021) JOHN J. EVANS, Executor; Dante A. 
Cancelli, Suite 260, 125 N. Washington Ave., Scranton, 
Pennsylvania 18503, Attorney. 

RE: ESTATE OF KAREN E. PETORAK, late of 
Jerymn, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died February 
16, 2021). Notice is hereby given that Letters of Administration 
for the Estate have been issued to Nancy Moro, Administratrix 
of the Estate. All those having claims or demands against the 
Estate or indebtedness owed to the Estate shall present 
claims or remit payment without delay to the Administratrix, or 
to Christopher J. Szewczyk, Attorney for the Estate, 321 
Spruce Street - Suite 201, Scranton, PA 18503. 

ESTATE OF RUTH SIMMONS A/K/A RUTH D. 
SIMMONS, late of La Plume, PA (Died: August 23, 2020). 
Kenneth E. Simmons, Executor or Albert E. Nicholls, Jr., 
Attorney for the Estate, 1421 E. Drinker, Street, Dunmore, 
Pennsylvania 18512.  

Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary have 
been granted in the following estate. All persons indebted to 
the said estate are required to make payments and those 
having claims or demands are to present the same without 
delay to the Executor named below. ESTATE OF PAUL A. 
WENDOLOWSKI, late of Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 
(died February 7, 2021). Catherine M. Wendolowski, Executor 
and Attorney: Michael Cherewka, Esquire, 624 North Front 
Street, Wormleysburg, PA 17043.  
 

Third Notice 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that Letters Testamentary 
have been given in the ESTATE OF MICHAEL BAK, late of 
Olyphant Borough, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, who 
died January 22, 2021. All persons indebted to said Estate are 
required to make payment, and those having claims or 
demands, to present the same without delay to the Executor, 
Victor Minajew, and his attorneys, Hourigan, Kluger & Quinn, 
P.C., 600 Third Avenue, Kingston, PA 18704.  
             RE: ESTATE OF JOHN J. BURNS, late of Clarks 
Summit, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died January 6, 
2021).  Letters Testamentary having been granted, creditors 
shall make demand and debtors shall make payment to 
Timothy John Burns, Executor, c/o to Richard G. Reed 
Esquire of Kreder Brooks Hailstone LLP, 220 Penn Avenue, 
Suite 200, Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503. 

ESTATE OF MARION B. GERRITY A/K/A MARION 
BEATRICE GERRITY, late of Throop, Lackawanna County, 
PA, (died January 20, 2021). Letters Testamentary were 
granted to Gerald Carpenter. Creditors present claims and 
debtors make payment to the Executor, or to Kim A. 
Giombetti, Esq., The Ritz Building, 222 Wyoming Avenue, 
Scranton, PA 18503, Attorney for the Estate. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary in the ESTATE OF VERONICA W. JAEGER, 
(date of death: January 4, 2021) late of South Abington 
Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, have been 
granted to the undersigned. All persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate payment and those 
having claims shall present them for settlement to: KARL H. 
JAEGER, EXECUTOR, KEVIN R. GREBAS, Esquire, 



   

LACKAWANNA JURIST 

 

- 15 - 
 

COLBERT & GREBAS, P.C., 210 Montage Mountain Road – 
Suite A, Moosic, PA 18507.  

ESTATE OF JOHN J. JASTRZEMBSKI, DECEASED, 
late of 58 LOCUST LN., GOULDSBORO, PA 18424, (Died 
January 29, 2021) ROBERT JASTRZEMBSKI, Executor; 
Dante A. Cancelli, Suite 260, 125 N. Washington Ave., 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18503, Attorney. 

ESTATE OF HAROLD W. JERAULD, late of LaPlume 
Township, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died March 
25, 2020). Letters Testamentary having been granted, all 
persons having claims or demands against estate of decedent 
shall make them known and present them, and all persons 
indebted to said decedent shall make payment thereof without 
delay to William Bly Jerauld, Administrator, P.O. Box 33, 
LaPlume, Pennsylvania 18440 or to Travis M. Eckersley, of 
Oliver, Price & Rhodes, Attorney for the Estate, 1212 South 
Abington Road, PO Box 240, Clarks Summit, PA 18411. 

ESTATE OF JOSEPHINE PANE late of Dunmore, 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died February 24, 2021). 
Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary have been 
issued to Lesa M. Ricciardi, Executrix of the Estate. All those 
having claims or demands against the Estate or indebtedness 
owed to the Estate shall present claims or remit payment 
without delay to Lesa M. Ricciardi, c/o John J. McGee, 
Attorney for the Estate, P.O. Box 3298, Scranton, PA 18505. 

ESTATE OF JOHN A. RETTURA, DECEASED, late 
of Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, (died 
February 5, 2021). Letters Testamentary having been 
granted, creditors shall make demand and debtors shall make 
payment to Stephen J. Evers, Esq., Attorney for the Estate, 
213 R. North State Street, Clarks Summit, PA, 18411. 

RE: ESTATE OF MARIA RUSSELLO, late of 
Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died February 
18, 2021). Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary 
for the Estate have been issued to Antoinette Griffin and 
Charles Russello, Executors of the Estate. All those having 
claims or demands against the Estate or indebtedness owed 
to the Estate shall present claims or remit payment without 
delay to the Executors, or to John J. McGovern, Jr., Attorney 
for the Estate, 321 Spruce Street - Suite 201, Scranton, PA 
18503. 

ESTATE OF JOHN RAMSEY SIMPSON, JR., late of 
Dalton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania (died January 20, 
2021).  Letters Testamentary have been granted, all persons 
having claims or demands against estate of Decedent shall 
make them known and present them, and all persons indebted 
to said Decedent shall make payment thereof without delay to 
Dawn Richards, Executrix, of 307 West Main Street, PO Box 
414, Dalton, Pennsylvania 18414 or to James W. Reid, of 
Oliver, Price & Rhodes, Attorney for the Estate, 1212 South 
Abington Road, P.O. Box 240, Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania 
18411. 

Notice is hereby given that Letters of Testamentary 
have been granted in the ESTATE OF FREDERICK SMITH, 
JR., A.K.A. FREDERICK CLEVELAND SMITH, late of 150 
Edella Road, Clarks Summit, PA 18411 (Date of death: 
January 13, 2021). All persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make payments and those having claims or 
demands to present the same without delay to the Executor, 
Bruce F. Smith, 7 Cedar Circle, Hazleton, PA 18202, or: 
Donald G. Karpowich, Esquire, 85 Drasher Road, Drums, PA 
18222. 

RE:  ESTATE OF RITA T. WARNER, A/K/A RITA 
WARNER, late of the City of Scranton, Pennsylvania (died 
February 8, 2021).  Notice is hereby given that Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of Rita T. Warner, a/k/a Rita 
Warner, have been issued to Sharon Ann Kippycash, a/k/a 
Sharon Kippycash, Executrix of the Estate. All those having 
claims or demands against the Estate or indebtedness owed 
to the Estate shall present claims or remit payment without 
delay to the Executrix at 710 Jefferson Blvd., Jefferson 
Township, PA 18436, or to Robert T. Kelly, Jr., Myers, Brier & 
Kelly, LLP, Attorney for the Estate, 425 Spruce Street, Suite 
200, Scranton, PA 18503. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Letters 
Testamentary in the ESTATE OF HOMER C. YOUNG, (Date 
of Death:  December 17, 2020) late of Clarks Summit, 
Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, have been granted to the 
undersigned.  All persons indebted to said estate are required 
to make immediate payment and those having claims shall 
present them for settlement to: AMY J. AYERS, EXECUTRIX, 
BRENDA D. COLBERT, ESQUIRE, COLBERT & GREBAS, 
P.C., 210 Montage Mountain Road – Suite A, Moosic, PA 
18507. 

 
FICTITIOUS NAME 

               
An application for registration of the fictitious name PA 

advertising and marketing, 550 Clay Ave Apt 3D, 
SCRANTON, PA 18510 has been filed in the Department of 
State at Harrisburg, PA, File Date 02/16/2021 pursuant to the 
Fictitious Names Act, Act 1982-295. The name and address 
of the person who is a party to the registration is Philip Cutler, 
550 Clay Ave Apt 3D, SCRANTON, PA 18510. 

T1-4/9 

 
CHANGE OF NAME 

 
Notice is hereby given that on March 30, 2021, the 

Petition for a Change of Name was filed in the Court of 
Common Pleas of Lackawanna County by Ann Perry to 
change her granddaughters name from Kristen Marie Barney 
to Joshua Ginger Blitzer.  The Court has fixed May 5,2021 at 
9 am as the date and time of the Hearing. 

T1- 4/9 

 
CHANGE OF NAME 

      
             Notice is given that Suzanne Furey has filed a Petition 
for Change of Name from Suzanne Furey to Suzanne Gallo. 
A Hearing will be held on May 10, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
Lackawanna County Courthouse. 

T1- 4/9 
 

CHANGE OF NAME 
 
Notice is given that Jenna Furey has filed a Petition for 
Change of Name from Jenna Furey to Jenna Gallo. A Hearing 
will be held on May 10, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. at the Lackawanna 
County Courthouse. 

T1- 4/9 
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NOTICE 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF 
LACKAWANNA COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL DIVISION 
NO. 20 CV 4177 

 
WELLS FARGO BANK N.A. 

1 Home Campus 
Des Moines, IA 50328 

Plaintiff, 
v. 

BRIAN PETERS 
103 Richard Road 

Clarks Summit, PA 18411-9515 
 

SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
451 Seventh Street Southwest 
Washington, DC 20410-8000 

Defendants 
 

If you wish to defend, you must enter a written appearance 
personally or by attorney and file your defenses or objections 
in writing with the court within twenty days of this Notice. You 
are warned that if you fail to do so the case may proceed 
without you and a judgment may be entered against you 
without further notice for the relief requested by the plaintiff. 
You may lose money or property or other rights important to 
you. 
 
YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT 
ONCE. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER, GO TO OR 
TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTFI BELOW. THIS 
OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT 
HIRING A LAWYER. 
 
IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS 
OFFICE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU WITH 
INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER 
LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A 
REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE. 

 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Legal Services 

33 N. Main Street, Suite 200 
Pittston, PA 18640 

Telephone (570) 299-4100 
 

T1-4/9 

NOTICE 

 
TO: UNKNOWN OWNERS AND Latrobe Construction 
Company, Inc. a/k/a Latrobe Construction Company Co. a/k/a 
Latrobe Road Construction, Inc., and their Heirs, Successors, 
Assigns, Grantees, Mortgagees, Personal Representatives, 
Devisees and any Other Persons, Firms, or Entities claiming 
by, from, under and through the same.  
 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT B&M PROPERTY 
DEVELOPMENT LLC HAS FILED A COMPLAINT SEEKING 
TO QUIET TITLE OF THE REAL ESTATE DESCRIBED 
THEREIN.  THE COMPLAINT WAS FILED TO No. 2020-CIV-
482 IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF JUDICAL 

RECORDS IN AND FOR LACKAWANNA COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA. THE COURT HAS GRANTED THE 
PLAINTIFF LEAVE TO SERVE THE LISTED DEFENDANTS 
BY PUBLICATION. IN THE COMPLAINT, THE PLAINTIFF 
CLAIMS THAT IT IS ENTITLED TO OWNERSHIP OF THE 
PREMISES DESCRIBED IN THE COMPLAINT.  THE 
PREMISES IN QUESTION ARE DESCRIBED BY MEETS 
AND BOUNDS IN AN ATTACHMENT TO THE COMPLAINT 
WHICH IS INCORPORIATED HEREIN BY REFERENCE.  IN 
ADDITION, THE PREMISES ARE DESCRIBED ON THE 
ASSESSMENT RECORDS OF LACKAWANNA COUNTY AS 
FOLLOWS:  
 
TAX MAP NO. 11104010018 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: Residential vacant lot, Morgan 
Highway, South Abington Township 
THE PREMISES WERE ACQUIRED BY DEED DATED 
03/25/2013 AND RECORDED 05/31/2013 TO INSTRUMENT 
NO. 201310992 
 

NOTICE TO DEFEND 
 

YOU HAVE BEEN SUED IN COURT.  If you wish to defend 
against the claims set forth in the following pages, you must 
take action within twenty (20) days after this Complaint and 
Notice are served, by entering a written appearance 
personally or by attorney and filing in writing with the Court 
your defenses or objections to the claims set forth against you. 
You are warned that if you fail to do so, the case may proceed 
against you and a Judgment may be entered against you by 
the Court without further notice for any money claimed in the 
Complaint or for any other claim or relief requested by the 
Plaintiff.  You may lose money or property or other rights 
important to you. 
 
YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT 
ONCE.  IF YOU DO NOT HAVE OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE, 
GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW 
TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL HELP. 
 

Northern Pennsylvania Legal Services 
33 North Main Street, Suite 200 
 Pittston, Pennsylvania 18503 

Toll free: 855-236-6405 
 

Lawyer Referral Services 
Lackawanna Bar Association 

233 Penn Avenue 
Scranton, PA 18503 

(570) 969-9161 
T1-4/9 
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NOTICE 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LACKAWANNA COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL ACTION-LAW 
ACTION IN DIVORCE 

21 FC 40334 
 

AMANDA B. GARCIA, PLAINTIFF 
Vs.  

CELVIN GARCIA PAZ 
A/K/A WILMER GARCIA PAZ, DEFENDANT 

 
NOTICE TO DEFEND AND CLAIM RIGHTS 

To: Celvin Garcia Paz a/k/a Wilmer Garcia Paz 
You have been sued in court. If you wish to defend against the claims set forth, you must take prompt action within twenty (20) 
days after this Notice of Complaint in Divorce are served to you. You are warned that if you fail to do so, a case may proceed 
without you and a Decree of Divorce or Annulment may be entered against you by the court without further notice. A judgement 
may also be entered against you by the court. A judgement may also be entered against you for any other claim or relief requested 
above by the Plaintiff. You may lose money or property or other rights important to you. You are further notified that under the 
Divorce Code you may request that the Court direct you and your spouse to attend marriage counseling. A list of professional  
marriage counselors is available at the Office of the Prothonotary, Lackawanna County Governmental Center, 123 Wyoming 
Avenue, Scranton, Pennsylvania. This list can be made available to you upon request. 
If you desire to pursue counseling, you must make your request for counseling within twenty (20) days of the date on which you 
receive this Notice. This request must be made upon proper motion filed with the court. Failure to do so will constitute a waiver of 
your right to request counseling. 
IF YOU DO NOT FILE A CLAIM FOR ALIMONY, MARITAL PROPERTY, COUNSEL FEES OR EXPENSES BEFORE THE FINAL 
DECREE OR ANNULMENT IS ENTERED, YOU WILL LOSE THE RIGHT TO CLAIM ANY OF THEM. 

 
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO REQUEST ENTRY 

OF §3301(d) DIVORCE DECREE 
To: Celvin Garcia Paz a/k/a Wilmer Garcia Paz 
You have been sued in an action for divorce. The plaintiff has also filed an affidavit stating that  (1)  you and she separated on or 
about February 25, 2015 and have continued to live separate and apart for a period of at least 2 years; (2) the marriage is 
irretrievably broken; and (3) I understand that I may lose rights concerning alimony, division of property, lawyer’s fees or 
expenses if I do not claim them before a divorce is granted. If you fail to answer the complaint or file a counter-affidavit to the 
§3301(d) affidavit within twenty (20) days from your receipt of this notice, the plaintiff can request the court to enter a f inal decree 
in divorce. 
If you do not file with the prothonotary of the court an answer with your signature notarized or verified or a counter-affidavit by the 
above date, the court can enter a final decree in divorce. A counter-affidavit which you may file with the prothonotary of the court 
is located at Pa.R.C.P. 1920.72. Unless you have already filed with the court a written claim for economic relief, you must do so 
by the above date or the court may grant the divorce and you will lose forever the right to ask for economic relief. The filing of the 
form counter-affidavit alone does not protect your economic claims.  
YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT AFFORD 
ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW. THIS OFFICE CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION 
ABOUT HIRING A LAWYER. IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE A LAWYER, THIS OFFICE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
YOU WITH INFORMATION ABOUT AGENCIES THAT MAY OFFER LEGAL SERVICES TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS AT A 
REDUCED FEE OR NO FEE. 

North Penn Legal Services 
33 N. Main Street 

Suite 200 
Pittston, PA 18640 

(570) 299-4100 
(570) 969-9161 

 
Lawyer Referral Service 

Lackawanna Bar Association 
233 Penn Avenue 

Scranton, PA 18503 
                                                                                 (570) 969-9600      Submitted:_Paul Sotak 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
410 Jefferson Ave 

Scranton, PA 18510 
P: (570) 961-1414 
F: (570) 961-1681

 


