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ETHICS HOTLINE 
 

 The Ethics Hotline provides free     
advisory opinions to PBA members based 
upon review of a member’s prospective 
conduct by members of the PBA Commit-
tee on Legal Ethics and Professional Re-
sponsibility. The committee responds to 
requests regarding, the impact of the provi-
sions of the Rules of Professional Conduct 
or the Code of Judicial Conduct upon the 
inquiring member’s proposed activity.    
All inquiries are confidential.  
 

Call (800) 932-0311, ext. 2214. 

 
LAWYERS CONCERNED  

FOR LAWYERS  
 

Our assistance is confidential,  
non-judgmental, safe, and effective 

 

To talk to a lawyer today, call: 
1-888-999-1941 

717-541-4360 
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LEONA M. BURNSWORTH, late of Mill 
Run, Fayette County, PA  (2)  
 Executrix: Cora Kilgore 

 Executor: Raymond Burnsworth 

 c/o Charles C. Gentile, Esquire 

 2944 National Pike Road, Box 245 

 Chalk Hill, PA 15421 

 Attorney: Charles C. Gentile 

_______________________________________ 

 

MARY ANN CARLSON, late of Fayette City 
Borough, Fayette County, PA  (2)  
 Executrix: Denise Portman 

 c/o Alan Benyak, Esquire 

 Post Office Box 1 

 401 Sixth Street at Washington Avenue 

 Charleroi, PA 15022 

 Attorney: Alan Benyak 

_______________________________________ 

 

HARRY W. JELLICK, late of Mt. Braddock, 
Fayette County, PA  (2)  
 Executor: Jason Jellick 

 c/o Vincent M. Tiberi, Esquire 

 84 East Main Street  
 Uniontown Pennsylvania 15401 

 Attorney: Vincent M. Tiberi  
_______________________________________ 

 

BARBARA KOVACH a/k/a BARBARA A. 

KOVACH, late of North Union Township, 
Fayette County, PA  (2)  
 Administratrix: Gina M. Pergalske 

 c/o Higinbotham Law Offices  
 45 East Main Street  
 Suite 500 

 Uniontown PA 15401 

 Attorney: James E. Higinbotham 

_______________________________________ 

 

PHYLLIS D. SPARROW a/k/a PHYLLIS 

DARLENE SPARROW, late of Franklin 
Township, Fayette County, PA    (2)  
 Executor: David C. Sparrow 

 c/o Higinbotham Law Offices  
 45 East Main Street  
 Suite 500 

 Uniontown PA 15401 

 Attorney: James E. Higinbotham 

_______________________________________ 

 

JERRY L. CRAMER, a/k/a JERRY LEE 

CRAMER, SR., late of Saltlick Township, 
Fayette County, PA  (3)  
 Executrix: Laura J. Cramer 
 c/o Donald McCue Law Firm, P.C.  
 Colonial Law Building 

 813 Blackstone Road 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Donald J. McCue 

_______________________________________ 

 
FRED LEE PRITTS, a/k/a FRED L. PITTS, 
late of Lower Tyrone Township, Fayette County, 
PA  (3)  
 Executrix: Wilma J. Loucks, n/k/a  
 Wilma J. Pritts 

 c/o James J. Lederach, Esquire 

 201 North Chestnut Street 
 P.O. Box 342 

 Scottdale, PA 15683 

 724-887-3600 

 Attorney: James S. Lederach 

_______________________________________ 

 

LEROY WILSON, late of Dunbar, Fayette 
County, PA  (3)  
 Administrator: Eileen M. Wilson  
 c/o Margaret Zylka House  
 815 A Memorial Boulevard 

 Connellsville, PA 15425  
 Attorney: Margaret Zylka House 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESTATE  NOTICES 

Notice is hereby given that letters 
testamentary or of administration have been 
granted to the following estates. All persons 
indebted to said estates are required to make 
payment, and those having claims or demands 
to present the same without delay to the 
administrators or executors named.  
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LOUISE B. BOHNA, late of Luzerne 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (1)  
 Personal Representative: Roberta L. Bohna 

 c/o Davis & Davis 

 107 East Main Street 
 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Jeremy J. Davis  
_______________________________________ 

 

MARY JANE BOZEK, late of Menallen 
Township, Fayette County, PA (1)  
 Personal Representative:  
 Sandra A. Szymanski 
 39175 Doonald Street 
 Livonia, MI  48154-4766 

 c/o Dellarose Law Office 

 99 East Main Street, Suite 101 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Melinda Dellarose  
_______________________________________ 

 

DOLORES A. BROOKS, late of Connellsville 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (1)  
 Personal Representative: Pamela S. Harris 

 c/o Riverfront Professional Center 
 208 South Arch Street, Suite 2 

 Connellsville, PA  15425 

 Attorney: Richard A. Husband  
_______________________________________ 

 

DEBORAH BURWELL, late of South Union 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (1)  
 Personal Representative: Gary Miller 
 486 Pleasant View Smock Road 

 Smock, Fayette County 15480 

 c/o Dellarose Law Office 

 99 East Main Street, Suite 101 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Melinda Dellarose  
_______________________________________ 

 

JEROD B. CHAPMAN, late of Menallen 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (1)  
 Administratrix: Sandra L. Chipps 

 c/o Radcliffe Law, L.L.C. 
 648 Morgantown Road, Suite B 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: William M. Radcliffe  
_______________________________________ 

 

 

ROBERT W. HERMAN, late of Connellsville, 
Fayette County, PA  (1)  
 Administratrix: Shelby D. Herman 

 c/o Zebley Mehalov & White, P.C. 
 18 Mill Street Square 

 P.O. Box 2123 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Daniel R. White  
_______________________________________ 

 

ALBERT HOZA, a/k/a ALBERT R. HOZA, 
late of Bullskin Township, Fayette County, PA   
 Executor: Robert Timothy Hoza   (1)  
 c/o 120 South Third Street 
 Connellsville, PA  15425 

 Attorney: David B. Reiss  
_______________________________________ 

 

MARIE KATZ, a/k/a MARIE KATHERINE 

KATZ, late of North Union Township, Fayette 
County, PA  (1)  
 Executor: Deborah Wilson 

 126 Balaban Road 

 Dunbar, PA  15431 

 c/o Newcomer Law Offices 

 4 North Beeson Boulevard 

 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Ewing Newcomer  
_______________________________________ 

 

JESSE W. KELLER, late of Bullskin 
Township, Fayette County, PA  (1)  
 Executor: Matthew J. Keller 
 132 Woodchuck Lane 

 Mount Pleasant, PA  15666 

 c/o John M. Ranker & Associates, P.C. 
 140 South Main Street, Suite 301 

 Greensburg, PA  15601 

 Attorney: John M. Ranker  
_______________________________________ 

 

ROSALIE PAPINCAK, late of Dunbar, 
Fayette County, PA  (1)  
 Administrators: Mark Papincak and  
 Wayne Papincak 

 c/o 80 East Main Street 
 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: J.W. Eddy  
_______________________________________ 
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NOTICE  

 

 Notice is hereby given that a Certificate of 
Organization was filed with the Pennsylvania 
Department of State, on October 22, 2018, for a 
Limited Liability Company, organized under the 
Limited Liability Company Law of 1994, as 
from time to time amended. The name of the 
Company is JEFFRIES ESTATES, LLC having 
an address of 605 High Street, PO Box 132, 
Cardale, Pennsylvania 15420 

 

James E. Higinbotham, Jr., Esq. 
HIGINBOTHAM LAW OFFICES 

45 East Main Street, Suite 500 

Uniontown, PA 15401 

Telephone: 724-437-2800  
_______________________________________ 

 

NOTICE OF VOLUNTARY DISSOLUTION 

OF PERRYOPOLIS AREA  
HERITAGE SOCIETY 

 

 Notice is hereby given that the 
Shareholders, Directors and Officers of the 
Perryopolis Area Heritage Society, a 
Pennsylvania nonprofit organization with an 
address at 403 Liberty Street, PO Box 303, 
Perryopolis, Pennsylvania 15473, property 
parcel number 28-08-0070 has approved a 
proposal that the nonprofit organization 
voluntarily dissolve and that Board of Directors 
is now engaged in winding up and settling the 
affairs of the nonprofit corporation under 
provisions §1975 of the Pennsylvania Business 
Corporation Law of 1988 as amended. 
 

Donald McCue Law Firm, P.C.  
Donald J. McCue, Esquire  
813 Blackstone Road 

Connellsville, PA 15425 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

LEGAL  NOTICES 
NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

  

 To: Justin Pazicni, whose last known 
address is: 
  

115 Cemetary Lane 
Lemont Furnace, PA 15456 

  

 You are hereby notified that on September 
18, 2018, a Petition for Adoption of a female 
child born on December 22, 2004 in Fayette 
County, OH, and a female child born on 
December 30, 2005 in Fayette County, OH was 
filed in the Superior Court of Henry County, 
Georgia, Adoption No. 18-AD-0043-TP.   You 
are hereby advised that a hearing will be held 
before the Superior Court of Henry County, 
Georgia to determine why the prayers of the 
Petitioner should not be granted.  
 All parental rights you may have with 
respect to the minor children will be lost and you 
will neither receive notice nor be entitled to 
object to the adoption of said children unless, 
within thirty (30) days from the date of the last 
publication of this notice, you file (1) a Petition 
to Legitimate the children pursuant to the 
Official Code of Georgia Annotated Section 19-

7-22; (2) notice of the filing of such Petition to 
Legitimate with the Superior Court of Henry 
County and make known such other objections 
in writing as you may have; and (3) serve a copy 
of the Petition to Legitimate on the undersigned 
attorney for the Petitioner seeking to adopt said 
children at: The Law Offices of McGuire & 
Bullard, LLC, 18 Atlanta Street, Suite 200, 
McDonough, GA 30253. Obréziah L. Bullard 
Attorney for Petitioner Georgia Bar No. 975396 
18 Atlanta Street, Suite 200, McDonough, GA 
30253 Phone (678) 432-1100, Fax (678) 922-

7740.  
 This 15th day of December, 2018. 
  

Clerk of Superior Court 
Henry County, Georgia        (3 of 3)  
_______________________________________ 
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF FAYETTE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA : 
 v.          : 
MATTHEW JOSEPH BRUMLEY,    : No. 1093 of 2018 

 Defendant.        : Honorable Steve P. Leskinen 

 

OPINION AND ORDER 
 

LESKINEN, J.              November 14, 2018 

 

 AND NOW, this 14th day of November 2018, upon review the Motion to Suppress         
Evidence, Motion to Suppress Statements, and Motion to Dismiss the charge of Drug Delivery 
Resulting in Death, prepared on behalf of Matthew Joseph Brumley (hereinafter Defendant), the 
Court HEREBY DENIES the Motion in its entirety. 
 

BACKGROUND 

 

 On August 4, 2017 EMS and State Police were dispatched to 204 South Main Street, Room 
#5, Point Marion Borough, Fayette County for the report of a drug overdose. When they arrived, 
they found Jennifer Kaye Ward (hereinafter Victim) on the floor, deceased. 
 

 William Ward, the Victim's husband, was interviewed multiple times by Troopers. Ward 
provided that he contacted a man he only knew as Chaz, later identified as Chaz Franklin Rankin, 
for the purpose of picking up heroin. Ward and Rankin drove to the residence of the Defendant. 
Ward described the structure as a two (2) story residence with a covered porch with blue siding. 
Ward stated that he gave Rankin eighty dollars ($80) for a "bun" (bundle - ten (10) stamp bags of 
heroin). 
  

 Rankin exited the vehicle and went to the door of the residence. The Defendant answered the 
door. Rankin entered the residence with the Defendant and exited approximately four minutes later. 
Once Rankin returned to the vehicle he handed Ward ten (10) plain blue stamp bags of heroin. 
 

 Ward returned to the address listed supra. Ward had been living with the Victim for             
approximately two (2) weeks at this address. Ward then gave the Victim the stamp bags of heroin. 
Ward stated that he told the Victim what he purchased was strong and could've been pure           
Fentanyl. Ward relayed that the Victim proceeded to snort the contents of one whole stamp bag. 
Later, Ward and the Victim split one stamp bag and went to sleep for the night. Ward woke up to 
use the bathroom and noticed that the Victim had not moved. Ward yelled at the Victim to wake 
up, but she did not. Ward then rolled over the Victim and noticed her lips were blue. 911 was 
contacted and CPR was preformed until EMS personnel arrived on scene. 
 

 On December 6, 2017 the Autopsy Report, Toxicology Report, and Final Pathological       
Diagnosis was received for the Victim. The Victim's cause of death was combined drug toxicity 
of Synthetic Morphine (Fentanyl), Morphine, Buprenorphine, and Benadryl. 
 

 On March 13, 2018 Ward was provided a photo lineup of eight individuals and he identified 
Chaz Franklin Rankin as the man he knew to be Chaz. On March 22, 2018, Rankin was          
interviewed. Rankin stated that in early August of 2017 he took Ward to the Defendant's residence 
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in Brownsville, Pennsylvania to purchase heroin. Rankin was shown a photograph of 415      
Hummel Street, Brownsville, Pennsylvania, Fayette County, and positively identified that as the 
Defendant's residence. 415 Hummel Street is a two (2) story residence with a covered porch and 
blue siding. 
 

 Rankin stated that on the day in question he was provided money from Ward. Rankin gave 
that money to the Defendant and the Defendant gave Rankin stamp bags of heroin. Rankin then 
gave those stamp bags of heroin to Ward. 
 

 The Redstone Township Police searched the Defendant incident to his arrest. The police did 
not find any inculpatory evidence against the Defendant. 
 

 The Defendant was interviewed after his arrest at the Uniontown State Police Barracks. The 
Defendant signed a Miranda right waiver on April 3, 2018 at 1633 hours.  The Defendant relayed 
that Rankin was his cousin, he did not know the last time he saw Rankin and that he does not sell 
heroin. 
 

DISCUSSION 

 

 18 Pa.C.S. § 2506 provides Pennsylvania's general principles of justification for the use of 
deadly force. The statute provides in relevant part: 

(a) Offense defined.--A person commits a felony of the first degree if the person intention-
ally administers, dispenses, delivers, gives, prescribes, sells or distributes any controlled 
substance or counterfeit controlled substance in violation of section 13(a)(14) or (30) of 
the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L. 233, No. 64),1 known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, 
Device and Cosmetic Act, and another person dies as a result of using the substance. 

18 Pa.C.S. § 2506. 
 

 In this case, there are two (2) witness statements that the Defendant sold heroin to Rankin 
and said heroin was delivered to the Victim. The Victim died. The Victim's cause of death was 
due to combined drug toxicity. The Commonwealth has presented sufficient evidence to support a 
prima facie case for the charge of drug delivery resulting in death. 
 

 There was no physical evidence recovered when the Defendant was lawfully searched         
incident to his arrest. The Defendant's Motion to suppress evidence is denied. 
 

 The Defendant signed a valid Miranda waiver. He did not make any inculpatory statements 
while in custody. Any statements that the Defendant made will not be suppressed. 
 

 Therefore, the Court enters the following: 
  

OPINION AND ORDER 

 

 AND NOW, this 14th day of November 2018, upon review the Motion to Suppress Evi-
dence, Motion to Suppress Statements, and Motion to Dismiss the charge of Drug Delivery Re-
sulting in Death, prepared on behalf of Matthew Joseph Brumley, the Court HEREBY DENIES 
the Motion in its entirety. 
 

          BY THE COURT: 
          Leskinen, J. 
 

 ATTEST: 
 Janice Snyder 
 Clerk of Courts 
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