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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

Honorable Louis Dayich, President Judge 

 

 
 

MOTIONS    ARGUMENTS 

Criminal & Civil & O.C.:   Argument Court: March 17, 2021 

March 15 and 17, 2021 
 

CRIMINAL    CIVIL 

Arraignments: March 15, 2021 Domestic Relations Contempts: March 22, 

ARDs: April 12, 2021 2021    

ARD Revocations:  April 12, 2021  Domestic Relations Appeals: March 22,  

Parole Violations: March 15, 2021  2021 

Plea Court: April 13, 14, and 15, 2021 

License Suspension Appeals: April 19, 2021 

Argument Court: March 22, 2021 
 

 

ORPHANS    JUVENILE 

Accounts Nisi: March 8, 2021  Plea Day: March 18, 2021 

Accounts Absolute:  March 18, 2021 
 

SUPREME COURT  Convenes in Pgh.: April 12-16, 2021 

SUPERIOR COURT  Convenes in Pgh.:  March 31- April 1, 2021 

COMMONWEALTH COURT Convenes in Pgh.: May 10-14, 2021 
 

****************************** 

THE GREENE REPORTS 

Owned and published by the GREENE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Editor:  Kayla M. Sammons 

E-mail address: editor.greenereports@yahoo.com  
 

EDITORIAL POLICY 
 All articles published in The Greene Reports are intended to inform, educate or amuse.  Any article 

deemed by the editorial staff to be reasonably interpreted as offensive, demeaning or insulting to any 
individual or group will not be published. 

 The views expressed in the articles represent the views of the author and are not necessarily the 

views of The Greene Reports or the Greene County Bar Association. 
 The Greene Reports welcomes letters to the Editor both for publication and otherwise.  All letters 

should be addressed to:  Editor, The Greene Reports, Greene County Courthouse, 10 East High Street, 
Waynesburg, PA  15370.  Letters must include signature, address and telephone number.  Anonymous 

correspondence will not be published.  All letters for publication are subject to editing and, upon submission, 

become the property of The Greene Reports. 
 

******************************************** 

THE GREENE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Jessica L. Phillips, President 

Christopher M. Simms, Vice-President 

Cheryl Cowen, Secretary 

Timothy M. Ross, Treasurer 

Christine N. Nash, Ex-Officio 

******************************************* 
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******************* 

DEED TRANSFERS                 

******************* 
The following property transfers have been recorded in the Greene County Recorder of Deeds 

office.  

CENTER TOWNSHIP 

Harold W. Thistle, Jr., et ux., to Steven T. Ashcraft, et ux., 98.137 Acres, $400,000.00 (3-5-21) 

CUMBERLAND TOWNSHIP 

Adam M. Lewis to CFJ Property Holding LLC, 103 Acres, O&G, $93,127.50 (3-3-21) 

CUMBERLAND AND JEFFERSON TOWNSHIPS 

DUNKARD TOWNSHIP 

Nakia Pavone, et ux., to Thomas Horner, III, .275 Acre, $17,000.00 (3-5-21) 

Richard A. Smith, et ux., to Alan Adolph Thomay, et ux., 20 Acres, $920,000.00 (3-9-21) 

FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 

FRANKLIN, GILMORE, MORRIS, SPRINGHILL, FREEPORT, JACKSON, AND 

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIPS 

Merlin Neely, Sr., to Three Rivers Royalty LLC, 28 Tracts, O&G, $76,044.86 (3-3-21) 

FREEPORT AND SPRINGHILL TOWNSHIPS 

GRAY AND RICHHILL TOWNSHIPS 

HYE Royalty Company to Island Resources, Tracts, O&G, $7,750.00 (3-8-21) 

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP 

MONONGAHELA TOWNSHIP 

Richard A. Buttermore to Michael J. Rumble, Lot 10, $100.00 (3-5-21) 

MORRIS TOWNSHIP 

Stefani G. Cowan A/K/A Stefani C. Minnear to Horizon Resources III, LLC, 2 Tracts, O&G, 

$9,263.25 (3-9-21) 

PERRY TOWNSHIP 

Martha Anderson Estate, et ux., to Christopher Knight, et ux., Tract, $44,000.00 (3-3-21) 

RICES LANDING BOROUGH 

Diana Marple A/K/A Diana L. Blair to Robert M. Cain, 8 Lots, $25,000.00 (3-8-21) 

RICHHILL TOWNSHIP 

Thomas R. Gray to VES Land LLC, et ux., 42.325 Acres, O&G, $30,568.00 (3-8-21) 

Lahanza LLC to Michael Douglas Zavada, et al., 3 Tracts, $60,000.00 (3-9-21) 

SPRINGHILL TOWNSHIP 

Jack B. Cooper, et ux., to Three Rivers Royalty II, LLC, 103 Acres, O&G, $93,127.50 (3-3-21) 

Annabele C. Shunk, et ux., to Sky Pilot Resources LLC, 137.223 Acres, O&G, $19,083.90 (3-

9-21) 

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 

Board of Trustees for the Protestant Episco, et ux., to Consol Pennsylvania Coal Co LLC, et 

ux., Tract, Coal, $30,000.00 (3-5-21) 

WAYNE TOWNSHIP 

Dolly Wine to Mulligan Mineral Partners LLC, 2 Tracts, O&G, $1,614.72 (3-8-21) 

WAYNESBURG BOROUGH 

William P. Thomas Jr., Estate, et al., to Fred Grable, Sr., et ux., Lots 61& 63 in Illig Addition, 

$169,900.00 (3-4-21) 

WHITELEY TOWNSHIP 

Shawn T. Grushecky, et ux., to Greylock Production LLC, Lot, $400,000.00 (3-5-21) 
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********************** 

ESTATE NOTICES 
********************** 

NOTICE is hereby given of the grant of letters by the Register of Wills to the Estates of the 

following named decedents.  All persons having claims are requested to make known the same 

and all persons indebted to the decedent are requested to make payment to the personal 

representative or his attorney without delay. 

 

FIRST PUBLICATION 

 

DAVIS, DOYLE DANIEL, II A/K/A DOYLE D. DAVIS 

 Late of Franklin Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Lori J Paletta-Davis, 130 Colonial Drive, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: Jeffry N. Grimes, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 

15370 

 

DeWITT, DOROTHY PATRICIA A/K/A DOROTHY P. DeWITT 

 Late of Perry Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administrator: Jason R. DeWitt, P.O. Box 323, Mt. Morris, Pa 15349 

 Attorney: Jeffry N. Grimes, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 

15370 

 

SECOND PUBLICATION 

 

KELLER, KAREN S. 

 Late of Waynesburg, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administrator: Donald C. Keller, 549 North Porter Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: Kirk A. King, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 

15370 

 

MOORE, SARAH MAY 

 Late of Center Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Kenneth Michael Conklin, P.O. Box 105, Vestaburg, PA 15368 

 Attorney: Blane A. Black, Esquire, 223 Second Street, Monongahela, PA 15063 

 

VANSCYOC, DAVID W. A/K/A DAVID WARREN VANSCYOC 

 Late of Jefferson Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Patti Vanscyoc, P.O. Box 1170, Panguitch, UT 84759 

 Attorney: Gregory C. Hook, Esquire, 189 W. High Street, P.O. Box 792, 

Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

GAPEN, IRENE D. 

 Late of Franklin Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Co-Executrices: Cynthia L. Gapen, 1030 Rookwood Dr., Cincinnati, OH 25408 and 

Jane R. Gapen, 1155 5th Street, P.O. Box 748, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: Brandon K. Meyer, Esquire, 76 North Richhill Street, Waynesburg, PA 

15370 
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THIRD PUBLICATION 

 

CRILE, BRIAN KEITH 

 Late of Jefferson Borough, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Administratrix: Bonnie Crile, 478 Dividing Ridge Road, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 Attorney: Dennis M. Makel, Esquire, Makel & Associates, LLC, 98 East Maiden 

Street, Washington, Pa 15301 

 

DAVIS, SUSANNA F. 

 Late of Jefferson Borough, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Co-Executrices: Judith D. Kolat, Box 124, Rices Landing, PA 15357 and Audrey 

Tomchik, 924 Golden Beach Boulevard, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937-2726 

 Attorney: David F. Pollock, Esquire, POLLOCK MORRIS BELLETTI & SIMMS, 

LLC, 54 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

HELMICK, DOROTHY MARIE A/K/A DOROTHY M. HELMICK 

 Late of Carmichaels Borough, Greene County, Pennsylvania  

 Administrator: William R. Helmick, PO Box 77, Garards Fort, PA 15334 

 Attorney: Jeffry N. Grimes, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 

13570 

 

KNIGHT, GLENN WAYNE A/K/A GLENN W. KNIGHT 

 Late of Cumberland Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Debra M. Chain, 18 Willow Ct., Ridgefield, CT 06877 

 Attorney: Jeffry N. Grimes, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 

15370 

 

SMITLEY, JANE BARCLAY A/K/A JANE G. SMITLEY 

 Late of Greene Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania 

 Executrix: Ramona B. Fordyce, 502 Mapletown Road, Garards Fort, PA 15334 

 Attorney: Jeffry N. Grimes, Esquire, 77 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 

15370 

 

WIRTH, OPAL LEE 

 Late of Pasco County, Florida with interests in Wayne Township, Greene County, 

Pennsylvania 

 Executor: Richard E. Ferrebee, 6441 Silver Oaks Drive, Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

 Attorney: Christopher Michael Simms, Esquire, POLLOCK MORRIS BELLETTI & 

SIMMS, LLC, 54 South Washington Street, Waynesburg, PA 15370 

 

********************** 

NOTICE 
********************** 

NOTICE: DUE TO COVID-19 REQUIREMENTS PROBATE PROCEEDINGS WILL 

BE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. 
All Probate proceedings must be reviewed before an appointment is scheduled. 
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For review email your prepared documents to:  jharrison@co.greene.pa.us or 
dtharp@co.greene.pa.us 

Please allow a 24-hour approval period. 

Documents may include but are not limited to the Petition for Grant of Letters, Will, Codicil(s), 

Renunciation(s), Death certificate, State Information Sheet, etc. 

Once your documents are approved, we will contact you to setup an appointment. 

Please bring all the original documents with you to your appointment. 

Donna J. Tharp, Register of Wills  724-852-5284 

********************** 

LEGAL NOTICE 
********************** 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF GREENE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

ORPHANS’ COURT DIVISION 

IN RE:  ADOPTION OF   ) 

B.B.F.     )  No. 24 OA 2020 

A minor child.    ) 

    

PETITION FOR INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS 

IMPORTANT NOTICE – BIRTH PARENT 

TO:   Unknown Father of B.B.F. 

 A petition has been filed asking the Court to put an end to all rights you have to your 

child, B.B.F. (DOB 10/12/20).  The Court has set a hearing to consider ending your rights to 

your child.  That hearing will be held at the Greene County Courthouse, Waynesburg, 

Pennsylvania in Courtroom # 2 on, May 14, 2021, at 9:00 o’clock am. You are warned that 

even if you fail to appear at the scheduled hearing, the hearing will go on without you and your 

rights to your child may be ended by the Court without you being present.   

You have a right to be represented at the hearing by a lawyer.  You should take this 

paper to your lawyer at once.  If you do not have a lawyer or cannot afford one, go to or 

telephone the office set forth below to find out where you can get legal help. 

Court Administrator 

2nd Floor, Greene County Courthouse 

Waynesburg, Pennsylvania 15370 

Phone: (724) 852-5237 
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********************** 

SUPREME COURT NOTICE 
********************** 

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

CIVIL PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE 

 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

 

Proposed Amendment of Pa.R.C.P. Nos. 226, 227, and 230.1 

 

The Civil Procedural Rules Committee is considering proposing to the Supreme 

Court of Pennsylvania the amendment of Pa.R.C.P. Nos. 226, 227, and Rule 230.1 for 

the reasons set forth in the accompanying explanatory report. Pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. 

No. 103(a)(1), the proposal is being published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin for 

comments, suggestions, or objections prior to submission to the Supreme Court. 

 

Any reports, notes, or comments in the proposal have been inserted by the 

Committee for the convenience of those using the rules. They will neither constitute a 

part of the rules nor be officially adopted by the Supreme Court. 

 

Additions to the text of the proposal are bolded and underlined; deletions to the 

text are bolded and bracketed. 

 

The Committee invites all interested persons to submit comments, suggestions, 

or objections in writing to: 

 

Karla M. Shultz, Counsel 

Civil Procedural Rules Committee 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania Judicial Center 

PO Box 62635 

Harrisburg, PA 17106-2635 

FAX: 717-231-9526 

civilrules@pacourts.us 

 

All communications in reference to the proposal should be received by May 7, 

2021. E-mail is the preferred method for submitting comments, suggestions, or 

objections; any e-mailed submission need not be reproduced and resubmitted via mail. 

The Committee will acknowledge receipt of all submissions. 

 

By the Civil Procedural Rules Committee, 

John J. Hare 

Chair 

 

PUBLICATION REPORT 

 

In Jones v. Ott, 191 A.3d 782 (Pa. 2018), the Supreme Court held, inter alia, that: 

 

mailto:jharrison@co.greene.pa.us
mailto:dtharp@co.greene.pa.us
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[I]n order to preserve a jury-charge challenge under Pa.R.C.P. 227.1 by 

filing proposed points for charge with the prothonotary, a party must make 

requested points for charge part of the record pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. 

226(a), obtain an explicit trial court ruling upon the challenged instruction, 

and raise the issue in a post-trial motion. See Pa.R.A.P. 302(a), 

Pa.R.C.P. 226(a), 227, 227.1. 

 

Jones, 191 A.3d at 791 n.13. 

 

The Committee has examined Rule 226 and observed that it provides the 

procedure for requesting a jury instruction to be included in the charge given to the jury. 

Rule 227(b) prescribes that an exception to the jury charge must be made prior to the 

jury retiring, but may be made outside of the presence of the jury. 

 

In addition, the Committee has also examined Pa.R.Crim.P. 647 and 603 

(Exceptions). It observed that Pa.R.Crim.P. 647 sets forth the procedure for both the 

request for the jury instructions and the procedure for objecting to the jury charge. 

Pa.R.Crim.P. 647 requires written requests for jury instructions to be submitted to the 

trial judge within a reasonable time before closing arguments. The trial judge, in turn, is 

required to inform the parties on the record of the judge’s rulings on all written requests 

as well as the instructions that will be submitted to the jury in writing. Pa.R.Crim.P. 647 

specifies that no error may be assigned to any portion of the jury charge or to any 

omission from the jury charge unless a party makes a specific objection before the jury 

retires to deliberate; such objections must be made outside the presence of the jury. 

Pa.R.Crim.P. 603 provides for an automatic exception to any ruling of the judge on an 

objection or motion during trial; however, objections to the jury charge are specifically 

exempted from the scope of the rule. 

 

While the Committee believes there is merit to uniformity amongst the procedural 

rules, it is not proposing a procedure that resembles Pa.R.Crim.P. 647. Rather, the 

proposal would incorporate the specific requirements in Jones, while retaining current 

practice. In particular, the burden to “obtain a specific court ruling” on the requested 

instruction remains on the party objecting to the requested instruction. Accordingly, 

Rules 226, 227, and 230.1 would be amended as follows: 

 

Pa.R.C.P. No. 226 

 

The proposed amendment of Rule 226 would, preliminarily, change the 

terminology in the rule from “point for charge” to “request for jury instruction.” The rule 

would retain the requirement for requests for jury instructions to be submitted to the trial 

judge before closing arguments begin. Alternatively, the trial judge may otherwise direct 

when requests must be submitted. In addition, the rule would retain the requirements to 

provide copies of all requests to all other parties, and to frame a request so that it can 

be answered with a simple affirmative or negative. The requested instruction would 

become part of the record when it is read into the record or upon filing in the office of 

the prothonotary. To ensure there is a ruling on all written requests, the rule would 

specify that any request inadvertently not ruled upon will be deemed denied. 

 

Current subdivision (b) providing for the motion for directed verdict would be 
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deleted and moved to Rule 230.1. 

 

Pa.R.C.P. No. 227 

 

Rule 227(b) would be redrafted to clarify and emphasize that before the jury 

begins deliberating, the parties shall be given the opportunity to make specific 

objections to the charge as given to the jury. The rule continues to require such 

objections to be made outside the presence of the jury. 

 

To address the holding in Jones, subdivision (c) would set forth the requirements 

for preserving any challenge to jury instructions for appellate review. As in current 

practice, the onus to ensure that a challenge is made part of the record is placed on the 

objecting party. Pursuant to subdivision (c), that party must (1) either lodge a 

contemporaneous and specific objection on the record to an instruction given to the jury, 

or submit a request for a jury instruction and make it part of the record pursuant to Rule 

226, (2) obtain a specific court ruling on the record to the objection or the requested 

instruction, and (3) raise the issue in a motion for post-trial relief pursuant to Rule 227.1. 

 

Pa.R.C.P. No. 230.1 

 

Rule 230.1 governing compulsory nonsuit would be amended to include new 

subdivision (d) providing that that the trial judge may direct a verdict upon motion of any 

party. As noted above, this provision is currently set forth in Rule 226(b). The 

Committee believes the placement in Rule 230.1 authorizing the trial court to direct a 

verdict is more appropriate because the procedure does not relate to the procedure for 

requesting jury instructions. 

 

Accordingly, the Committee invites all comments, objections, concerns, and 

suggestions regarding this proposed rulemaking. 

 

Rule 226. [Points for Charge. Motion for Directed Verdict.] Requests for Jury 

Instructions. 

 

[(a) Points upon which the trial judge is requested to charge the jury 

shall be so framed that each may be completely answered by a simple affirmation 

or negation. Attorneys shall hand copies of requested points for charge to the 

trial judge and to the opposing attorneys before the closing addresses to the jury 

are begun. A requested point for charge that was presented to the trial judge 

becomes part of the record when the requested point is read into the record, or 

the point is filed in the office of the prothonotary prior to filing a motion for posttrial 

relief regarding the requested point for charge. 

 

Note: An appellate court will not review an objection to a 

ruling of a trial court regarding a point for charge unless the 

point for charge was (1) presented to the court and (2) made a 

part of the record by either reading the point into the record or 

filing it in the office of the prothonotary prior to filing a motion 

for post-trial relief. 
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(b) At the close of all the evidence, the trial judge may direct a verdict 

upon the oral or written motion of any party.] 

 

Any party may submit to the trial judge written requests for jury 

instructions within a reasonable time before the closing arguments begin, or 

within such time as directed by the trial judge and shall provide copies to all 

other parties. Such requests shall be framed so that each requested instruction 

may be answered with a simple affirmative or negative by the trial judge. A 

requested instruction submitted to the trial judge becomes part of the record 

when it is read into the record or it is filed in the office of the prothonotary prior 

to filing a motion for post-trial relief. If a written request that is made part of the 

record is not ruled upon, that request shall be deemed denied. 

  

 

Rule 227. Exceptions. Objections to Jury Charge. Preserving Challenge to Jury 

Instructions for Appellate Review. 

 

(a) General Rule. Except as provided in subdivision (b), [I]it shall not be 

necessary on the trial of any action or proceeding to take exception to any ruling of the 

trial judge. An exception in favor of the party against whom the adverse ruling was 

made shall be deemed to have been taken with the same force and effect as if it had 

been requested, noted by the official stenographer and thereafter written out, signed 

and sealed by the trial judge. 

 

[(b) Unless specially allowed by the court, all exceptions to the charge to 

the jury shall be taken before the jury retires. On request of any party all such 

exceptions and arguments thereon shall be made out of hearing of the jury.] 

 

(b) Objections to the Jury Charge. 

 

(1) Before the charge is given to the jury, the parties shall be 

given the opportunity to make specific objections to the proposed 

instructions or any requests for instructions that were denied. 

 

(2) After the charge is given to the jury, the parties may object to 

any matter charged that could not have been raised prior to charging the 

jury, including matters that were not ruled upon pursuant to Rule 226. 

 

(3) All objections and argument with respect to the jury charge 

shall be made outside the presence of the jury. 

 

(c) Preserving Challenges to Jury Instructions for Appellate Review. To 

preserve a challenge to a jury instruction for appellate review, a party shall: 

 

(1) lodge a contemporaneous and specific objection on the 

record to an instruction or submit a requested instruction and make it part 

of the record pursuant to Rule 226; 

 

(2) obtain an explicit court ruling on the record to the objection or 

the requested instruction; and 
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(3) raise the issue in a motion for post-trial relief pursuant to Rule 

227.1. 

 

Rule 230.1. Compulsory Nonsuit at Trial. Motion for Directed Verdict. 

 

(a)(1) In an action involving only one plaintiff and one defendant, the court, on 

oral motion of the defendant, may enter a nonsuit on any and all causes of action if, at 

the close of the plaintiff’s case on liability, the plaintiff has failed to establish a right to 

relief. 

 

(2) The court in deciding the motion shall consider only evidence which was 

introduced by the plaintiff and any evidence favorable to the plaintiff introduced by the 

defendant prior to the close of the plaintiff’s case. 

 

Note: Subdivision (a) changes the prior practice whereby the entry 

of a compulsory nonsuit was precluded when any evidence had 

been presented by the defendant. 

 

If a motion for compulsory nonsuit is granted, the plaintiff 

may file a written motion to remove the nonsuit. [See] See Rule 

227.1. 

 

(b) In an action involving more than one plaintiff, the court may not enter a 

compulsory nonsuit as to any plaintiff until the close of the case of all the plaintiffs. 

 

(c) In an action involving more than one defendant, the court may not enter a 

nonsuit of any plaintiff prior to the close of the case of all plaintiffs against all 

defendants. The nonsuit may be entered in favor of 

 

(1) all of the defendants, or 

 

(2) any of the defendants who have moved for nonsuit if all of the 

defendants stipulate on the record that no evidence will be presented that would 

establish liability of the defendant who has moved for the nonsuit. 

 

Note: The term ‘‘defendants’’ includes additional defendants. 

 

(d) At the close of all the evidence, the trial judge may direct a verdict 

upon the oral or written motion of any party. 


