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FAYETTE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
Board of Directors 

President:  James E. Higinbotham, Jr. 

President Elect:  Louise D. Monaghan 

Vice-President:  Gretchen A. Mundorff  

Secretary:  Timothy J. Witt 

Treasurer:  Vincent J. Roskovensky, II 

Past President:  Gary N. Altman   

 

Executive Director:  Garnet L. Crossland 

 

 

 

Directors 

Jennifer M. Casini  

Jeremy J. Davis  

Benjamin F. Goodwin  

Robert A. Gordon  

Sheryl R. Heid 

Margaret Zylka House  

Wendy L. O’Brien  

Douglas S. Sholtis  

Charles O. Zebley, Jr. 

ETHICS HOTLINE 
 

 The Ethics Hotline provides free     

advisory opinions to PBA members based 

upon review of a member’s prospective 

conduct by members of the PBA Commit-

tee on Legal Ethics and Professional Re-

sponsibility. The committee responds to 

requests regarding, the impact of the provi-

sions of the Rules of Professional Conduct 

or the Code of Judicial Conduct upon the 

inquiring member’s proposed activity.    

All inquiries are confidential.  

 

Call (800) 932-0311, ext. 2214. 

 
LAWYERS CONCERNED  

FOR LAWYERS  
 

Our assistance is confidential,  

non-judgmental, safe, and effective 

 

To talk to a lawyer today, call: 

1-888-999-1941 

717-541-4360 
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DOLORES JONES, a/k/a DOLORES 

HARRIS, a/k/a DOLORES J. HARRIS, a/k/a 

DOLORES J. CALLAHAN, a/k/a DOLORES 

CALLAHAN, late of Dunbar Township, 

Fayette County, PA  (3)  

 Executor: Kurt Callahan 

 25C Greenwood Heights 

 Connellsville, PA  15425 

 c/o Tremba, Kinney, Greiner & Kerr, LLC 

 120 South Third Street 

 Connellsville, PA  15425 

 Attorney: John Greiner  

_______________________________________ 

 

GLORIA L. KAUCHUK, late of South Union 

Township, Fayette County, PA (3)  

 Personal : Rosemarie Lawler 

 c/o Davis & Davis 

 107 East Main Street 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Gary J. Frankhouser  

_______________________________________ 

 

EMILY JEANNETTE LONG, a/k/a E. 

JEANNETTE LONG, late of Fairchance, 

Fayette County, PA  (3)  

 Executrix: Debra Long Priel 

 c/o 815A Memorial Boulevard 

 Connellsville, PA  15425 

 Attorney: Margaret Zylka House  

_______________________________________ 

 

CAROL L. REINHARD, late of South Union 

Township, Fayette County, PA  (3)  

 Personal Representatives:  

  

 c/o George & George, LLP 

 92 East Main Street 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Joseph M. George 

_______________________________________ 

 

DALE M. SMITH, late of Saltlick Township, 

Fayette County, PA  (3)  

 Co-Executrix: Kelly L. Kruper 

 112 Country Club Drive 

 P.O. Box 42 

 Jones Mills, PA  15646 

 Co-Executrix: Lori J. Schwerzler 

 222 McNary Street 

 McMurray, PA  15317 

 c/o Suite 207, 1700 N. Highland Road 

 Pittsburgh, PA  15241 

 Attorney: William M. Thomson 

JOYCE N. ACTON, a/k/a JOYCE NAOMI 

ACTON, late of Brownsville, Fayette County, 

PA  (3)  

 Executor: Mark A. Acton 

 c/o Radcliffe Law, LLC 

 648 Morgantown Road, Suite B 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: William M. Radcliffe  

_______________________________________ 

 

EARL E. CALHOUN, a/k/a EARL EDWIN 

CALHOUN, late of Bullskin Township, Fayette 

County, PA  (3)  

 Co-Executors: Barbara Casini and  

 Donna Zimmerman 

 c/o P.O. Box 760 

 Connellsville, PA  15425 

 Attorney: Carolyn W. Maricondi  

_______________________________________ 

 

AUDREY J. CRISLIP, a/k/a AUDREY JANE 

CAVANAUGH CRISLIP, late of Bullskin 

Township, Fayette County, PA  (3)  

 Administrator: Jack Crislip 

 c/o 815A Memorial Boulevard 

 Connellsville, Pa 15425 

 Attorney: Margaret Zylka House  

_______________________________________ 

 

CLARE L. GEARY, late Champion, Fayette 

County, PA  (3)  

 Personal Representatives: Thomas Geary 

 and Carolee Hart 

 146 Stanton Road 

 Champion, PA  15106 

 c/o 312 California Avenue 

 Carnegie, PA  15106 

 Attorney: Kimberley Geary  

ESTATE  NOTICES 

Notice is hereby given that letters 

testamentary or of administration have been 

granted to the following estates. All persons 

indebted to said estates are required to make 

payment, and those having claims or demands 

to present the same without delay to the 

administrators or executors named.  
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KATHERINE KARCHNAK, late of Franklin 

Township, Fayette County, PA  (2)  

 Personal Representative: Amy Jo Sobek 

 519 North Main Street 

 Masontown, PA  15461 

 c/o Hajduk and Associates 

 22 Bierer Avenue 

 P.O. Box 1206   

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Mary Lenora Hajduk  

_______________________________________ 

 

MARY ELLEN LESSICK, a/k/a MARY E. 

LESSICK, late of Grindstone, Fayette County, 

PA  (2)  

 Executor: Thomas Eugene Lessick 

 c/o Hajduk and Associates 

 22 Bierer Avenue 

 P.O. Box 1206 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: Mary Lenora Hajduk  

_______________________________________ 

 

MARY MARGARET PARODA, a/k/a 

MARY M. PARODA, late of South Union 

Township, Fayette County, PA  (2)  

 Personal Representative: Susan Black 

 c/o Davis and Davis 

 107 East Main Street 

 Uniontown, PA  15401 

 Attorney: James T. Davis  

_______________________________________ 

 

MARIAN K. STOCKMAN, a/k/a MARIAN 

F. STOCKMAN, late of Dunbar Township, 

Fayette County, PA  (2)  

 Personal Representative: Lisa Malago 

 c/o Watson Mundorff & Sepic, LLP 

 720 Vanderbilt Road 

 Connellsville, Pa 15425 

 Attorney: Charles W. Watson  

_______________________________________ 

DIANE EDWARDS, late of Menallen, Fayette 

County, PA  (1)  

 Administratrix: Katherine Edwards 

 6031 Albermarle Street 

 San Diego, CA 92139 

 Attorney: Shery Heid  

MARY A. TARKA, late of Redstone, Fayette 

County, PA  (1)  

 Executrix: Barbara T. Leonard 

 c/o Webster &amp; Webster 

 51 East South Street 

 Uniontown, PA 15401 

 Attorney: Webster & Webster 

_______________________________________ 

 

NANCY ARLENE WELTZ, a/k/a NANCY A. 

WELTZ, late of Dunbar Township, Fayette 

County, PA  (1)  

 Executor: Jeffrey Weltz 

 c/o Casini and Geibig, LLC 

 815B Memorial Boulevard 

 Connellsville, PA 15425 

 Attorney: Jennifer M. Casini  

_______________________________________ 

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION 
 

 Notice is hereby given that an Application 

for Registration of Fictitious Name was filed in 

the Department of State of the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania on June 7, 2019 for Alex 

Robba Cake at 1040 Cypress RD, Lake Lynn, 

PA 15451. The name and address of each 

individual interested in the business is 

Alexander David Robba at 1040 Cypress RD, 

Lake Lynn, PA 15451. This was filed in 

accordance with 54 PaC.S. 311.  

_______________________________________ 

 

NOTICE  
 

 NOTICE is hereby given that Articles of 

Incorporation were filed on June 24, 2019 with 

the Department of State of the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 

for the purpose of obtaining a Certificate of 

Incorporation of a domestic nonprofit 

corporation which was organized under the 

Business Corporation law of 1988 of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (15 Pa. C. S. A. 

Section 5306, et sec.)  The name of the 

corporation is “Connellsville Clay Target 

Team”. 
 

Watson Mundorff & Sepic, LLP 

720 Vanderbilt Road 

Connellsville, PA  15425 

Phone:  724-626-8882 

 

First Publication 

 

Second Publication 

 
 

LEGAL  NOTICES 



 

FAYETTE LEGAL JOURNAL V 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF FAYETTE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 

 

COMMONWEALTH OF   : 

PENNSYLVANIA,   : 

        : 

 vs.      : 

        : 

JOSHUA RUGG,    :  No. 793 of 2018 

       Defendants.    : Honorable President Judge John F. Wagner, Jr. 

  

OPINION AND ORDER 
 

WAGNER, P.J.                             July 2, 2019 

 

 Before the Court is the Defendant's Omnibus Pre-Trial Motion to Dismiss and Mo-

tion to Suppress Statements. The Court heard testimony on March 14, 2019 and the par-

ties were to brief the issues. For the following reasons, Defendant's Motion is Granted. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

 On November 21, 2017, a Pennsylvania State Trooper was dispatched to a Sheetz 

for the a report of a man operating a motor vehicle who was possibly under the influ-

ence of alcohol or a controlled substance." The anonymous caller stated that a man was 

operating a blue Oldsmobile sedan with three (3) small children and a woman in the 

vehicle. No further information was provided by the caller about what was the basis for 

his conclusion and he provided no personal information so the Trooper could question 

him in the future. On arrival, the trooper observed the vehicle with a male operating the 

vehicle, a woman in the passenger seat, and three children in the backseat exiting the 

parking lot. The trooper pulled behind the vehicle and conducted a traffic stop. The 

Trooper did not observe the man operating the vehicle or committing any traffic viola-

tions. The trooper had the Defendant exit the vehicle, observed constricted pupils. 

  

DISCUSSION 

 

 The Defendant argues that the case should be dismissed for lack of reasonable sus-

picion due to the State Police's failure to establish independent and corroborating evi-

dence of the information provided by the anonymous informant. An anonymous tele-

phone call was made to the Pennsylvania State Police indicating that there was a man 

with three children and a woman who was operating while possibly under the influence 

at a convenience store. On arrival at the store, the Troopers observed no traffic viola-

tions. 

 

 

JUDICIAL OPINION 
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 In his brief, in support of his Omnibus Pretrial Motion, the Defendant argues that 

reasonable suspicion is necessary to perform the stop. The proper standard for vehicle 

stops is the less stringent standard of reasonable suspicion. Whenever a police officer... 

has a reasonable suspicion that a violation of this title is or has occurred, he may stop a 

vehicle. 75 Pa. C.S. §6308(b). A trooper must have probable cause where the investiga-

tion subsequent to the stop serves no "investigatory purpose relevant to the motor vehi-

cle code violation. Commonwealth v. Feczko, 10 A.3d 1285 (Pa.Super. 2010). 
 

 Our courts have clearly stated that anonymous tips do not provide sufficient reason-

able suspicion to justify a stop, without more information or corroboration. Common-

wealth v. Wimbush, 561 Pa. 368, 759 A.2d 807 (2000). An anonymous tip is simply 

information provided by an individual whose identity is and/or location is unknown to 

the police. The facts of the instant case support that the informant's tip was in fact an 

anonymous tip and therefore deemed to have a very low degree of reliability. Common-

wealth v. Lohr, 715 A.2d 459 (Pa.Super. I998) 
 

 In analyzing an anonymous tip, the court must determine whether under the totality 

of circumstances of the anonymous informant's tip established reasonable suspicion that 

criminal activity was occurring to justify a stop. In determining whether an anonymous 

tip established a reasonable suspicion of criminal to justify a stop, both the quantity and 

quality of information should be considered. When assessing the totality of the circum-

stances surrounding the tip if the information has a low degree of reliability then addi-

tional information is required to establish reasonable suspicion. Id. 
 

 Here the Trooper received unverified information from an unknown person, which 

consisted solely of a generalized description of a person who possibly was under the 

influence of alcohol or a controlled substance with no evidence or information as to why 

the informant made this allegation, his allegation in and of itself could not provide the 

Trooper with the requisite reasonable suspicion to make the stop, other independent 

corroboration of the individual's impairment was necessary to establish the reasonable 

suspicion necessary. Mere presence alone of an individual at a particular place as de-

scribed by the anonymous informant does not establish that he is engaged in criminal 

activity. Commonwealth v. Hayward,756 A.2d 23 (Pa.Super. 

2000). 
 

 The State Police failed to obtain the identification of the anonymous informant, 

what information caused him to believe the operator of the vehicle was operating under 

the influence, or to follow the vehicle to corroborate the anonymous tip. 
 

 Wherefore, upon and after consideration of the Defendant's Omnibus Pretrial Mo-

tion, it is hereby ORDERED that the Defendant's Motion is GRANTED. All evidence 

and statements obtained by the Commonwealth are SUPPRESSED. 

 

          BY THE COURT: 

          WAGNER, P.J. 

 ATTEST: 

 Clerk of Courts 
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FCBA  Summer  PicnicFCBA  Summer  PicnicFCBA  Summer  PicnicFCBA  Summer  Picnic     

 

 

 

 

The Fayette County Bar Association invites 

you and your family to a Summer Picnic  

hosted by Judge Steve and Shanon Leskinen 
 

Saturday July 20, 2019, at 6:00 p.m.Saturday July 20, 2019, at 6:00 p.m.Saturday July 20, 2019, at 6:00 p.m.Saturday July 20, 2019, at 6:00 p.m.    
 

Entertainment by the Cellar Dwellers 

Catering by Stone House BBQ 

    

    

    

    
 

RSVP for address on or before July 12th to 

Cindy at cindy@fcbar.org or 724-437-7994 
 

 

FCBA SUMMER PICNIC INVITATION 
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